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General Aſſembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, to be held in May 1768. 


Rev. SIR, 
OU cannot but be ſenſible, that in aſſu- 
ming the character which I now adopt, I 
muſt be attended with numberleſs diſadvan- 
tages, which my brethren, the reſpectable tribe 
of dedicators, do not feel. For, by my igno- 
rance of the venerable perſon whom I addreſs, 
it is impoſſible for me to exert my eloquence 
with propriety, in deſcribing the virtues and 
graces that adorn his character. Thus one ef- 
fectual method of prepoſſeſſing him in favour 
of my taſte, and conſequently in favour of my 
performance, is by no means in my power. 
Beſides, in theſe reſpectful addreſſes, the taſk of 
drawing 
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drawing ſuch advantageous pictures 1s anima- 


ted by the pleaſing hopes of grateful returns 
from the amiable Original. But I who have 
not previouſly ſfupplicated my patron for leave 


to put theſe performances under his protection, 


can plead no title to theſe ſubſtantial perquiſites, 
which enliven the genius, and throw a ſacred 
radiance round the object of its contemplation. 


In ſhort, the only motives to which I now pre- 


tend, are ſo antiquated and unfaſhionable, that 
I have ſcarce ſufficient courage to name them; 
ſince, in ages like this, enlightened by philoſo- 
phy, refined by taſte, and actuated by all thoſe 
principles which are beſt calculated to excite 
the human powers, theſe motives are only uſed 
as pretexts for hypocriſy, inſtruments of cla- 
mour and diſpute, or expletives in converſa- 

tion. | 
Should a candidate for a ſeat in the Houſe 
of Commons, ſagely inform his voters, that the 
only ends he had in view were the glory of 
Gop and the happineſs of men, and that he 
hoped they would be influenced by the ſame 
generous and laudable maxims to chuſe him 
for their repreſentative ; I believe it would not 
be difficult, even without the aſſiſtance of in- 
ſpiration, to predict his ſucceſs. In the ſame 
manner, ſhould I preſume to aſſert, that the 
love of my Creator, reſpect for my religion, 
and 
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and benevolence for my ſpecies, were my only 
inducements to this undertaking, my readers 
would be apt to appeal from me, and rather 
acquieſce in the judgment of my bookſeller. 


To his deciſion therefore I refer them. But 


though it ſhould be granted, that my con- 
duct is difintereſted, it may ſtill be demanded, 
by what authority a private man can aſſume 
the prerogative of addreſſing you, and in your 
perſon, the venerable Court over which you 
preſide. —To me however it appears, that when 
any man, though not inveſted with a public 
ſtation, feels himſelf impelled by the love of 
order and happineſs, to repreſent ſych ſchemes 
as he judges conducive to theſe important 
ends; the very principles by which he is ani- 
mated, conſtitute an unqueſtionable right to 
publiſh his ſentiments, But it will {till be 
found leſs neceſſary for me to uſe this apology, 
when I acquaint you, that the character which 
bear is not private; and that it is owing to 
accidental circumſtances alone, that I do not 
immediately deliver to the chair, what I now 
convey by the preſs, | 

I am not ſo little acquainted with the inqui- 
ſitive genius and communicative talents of my 
cotemporaries, as to imagine that this attempt 


will paſs uncenſured. Whatever aſſumes the 


air of counſel or advice, is ungrateful to thoſe 
b for 


2 "i 1 

3 for whom it was intended, as it appears either | 
. a ſatire upon their conduct, or an affront to 
3 5 their underſtandings. To atone for that hap- a 

- =. py complaiſance which we naturally acquire 
| 4 | for our own weakneſſes, we generally ſee the 
4 5. ſame infirmities in others in the ſtrongeſt c 
F 3 light, and deſcribe them in the moſt emphatic 1 
"10 manner. Thus the intruſive and the buſy t 
will not fail to call me officious and pragma- t 
| tical ; the vain and ſelf ſufficient will brand t 
4. me with arrogance and preſumption; the zea- t 
7 + "i lot will call me lukewarm, and the libertine a 1 

A bigot. I ſhall be told in general, that I have 
; * made no new diſcoveries, that my topics are * 
Y |. trite, and that there is little probability of any f 
if ſalutary conſequences from my labours.—But $0 
E wo to the reſpectable employment of author- 1 
1 {hip ! if the brethren of the quill muſt never C 
7 repeat what has been ſaid before. And as moſt ſ1 
<5. men know more of their duty than they prac- tl 
bl. tiſe, the ſame quaint objection which is urged n 
Mo. _ againſt thoſe who retail wiſdom from the preſs, fl 
46 ö if allowed to be valid, muſt ſuperſede the ne- C0 
cebſſity of thoſe frequent inſtructions which are 0 
delivered from a more venerable place. Vet f 
let every critic enjoy his ſentiments, tis my a- 11 
muſement to write, and theirs to cenſure. Why 0 
ſhould our provinces be thought incompatible? h 
All men are entitled to exert the talents which ſa 

nature 
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nature has given them; and the ſerpent enjoys 
his right of hiſſing by the ſame ſanction which 
impowers the nightingale to ſing. 

Before I proceed to give my reaſons for in- 
ſcribing the ſubſequent diſcourſes to you, there 
are a few preliminary obſervations which 1 
muſt beg leave to communicate; not becauſe 
they have any connection with the ſermons 
themſelves, but becauſe they ſeem adapted to 
the clerical character, and to the ſpirit of the 
times in which we live, or, atleaſt, of the times 
in which we may live, 

The moſt natural and obvious views which 
we can take of a clergyman are, when we con- 
ſider him either in an individual, parochial, 
or judicial capacity, For though all the dutics 
incumbent on human nature are peculiarly in- 
cumbent on him; yet, in reviewing his eccle- 
ſiaſtical character, we do not ſo much regard 
thoſe relations which connect the ſpecies in ge- 
neral, as thoſe which more immediately reſult 
from his function. To me nothing ſeems more 
certain, than that it is impoſſible in the nature, 
of things, for a clergyman to diſcharge the of- 
fices of his ſtation with propriety and ſuccels, 
if he propoſes any other ends than thoſe which 
Gop himſelf propoſed, in communicating to 
his creatures that amiable and excellent diſpen- 
ſation which the paſtor 1s appointed tggpreach. 

b 2 Tor 
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For this reaſon, it is an eſſential prerequiſite of 


L. viii 1 
his character, firmly to believe, and ſupremely 
to admire that goſpel which he teaches. The 


ill-natured world would fain perſuade us, that 
we may ſometimes meet with a -Deiſt and a 


 Clergyman in the ſame perſon. If this be true, 


how aftronting to Gop, and how ridiculous to 
the ſenſible part of mankind, muſt ſuch an he- 


terogencous phœnomenon prove! Would a bar- 


riſter more effectually recommend himſelf to 
our confidence, or obtain the guardianſllip of 
our property with greater facility, by inform- 
ing us, that law and impoſition are ſynonymous 
terms? Should we pay more implicit reſpect to 
the preſcriptions of a phyſician, who would 
perſuade us, that we are the dupes of an art 


which has no foundation in nature? Yet theſe 


characters are conſiſtent, immaculate, and lau- 
dable, when compared with an unbelieving 
clergy man. We may be told, that before a 
candidate for orders has formed and digeſted 
his opinions, his habits of life are contracted 
and eſtabliſhed, and that by the courſe of his 
education he is directed to that ſphere of life, 
which was either intended for him by his 
friends, or prematurely choſen by himſelf, be- 
fore his faculties were ſufſiciently enlightened, 
to determine that choice with propriety: hence 
he is aggpved of every other reſource for ob- 

* taining 
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taining a livelihood, and confined to the trade 


of prieſthood, whatever violence that occupa- 
tion may offer to his ingenuous and candid 
ſentiments.— It mult indeed be acknowledged, 
that the ſituation of ſuch a perſon is diſagree- 
able, and even calamitous; but if he is really 
conſcious of that candour and ingenuity which 
he ſo oſtentatiouſly diſplays, to theſe diſpoſi- 
tions, I appeal, whether, in the fight of Gon, 
he thinks the embarraſſments ariling from his 
circumſtances will ſufficiently juſtify him in 
continuing an employment ſubverſive of every 
original principle, upon which human confi- 
dence can be rationally founded? Will they ex- 
culpate him at the tribunal of eternal juſtice, 
for daring to impoſe upon others, even in their 
molt important concerns, {ſuch tenets as appear 
to him falſe and ridiculous; or for teaching 
doctrines, which, by his own confeſſion, are 
contradictory to all the feelings of his nature ? 
In ſhort, if he cannot, with his whole heart and 
underſtanding, inculcate the doctrines of IE Sus 
CHRIST, let him either relinquiſh his employ- 


ment, or confeſs himſelf (the word is harſh, but 


unavoidable) confeſs himſelf a deſpicable vil- 
lain. But it ſeems he wants reſources of ſub- 
ſiſtence. Has not every one qualified to be a 
clergyman been taught to figure? does he not 
underſtand arithmetic ? will he not act with 
more 
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more propriety behind the counter than in the 
pulpit? If this ſhould fail, can he not wield the 
ſpade, or guide the plough? Has he no friends 
whoſe charity will ſave him from the dreadful 
precipice of diſhoneſty and infamy ? But de- 
pendency 15 mean, mechanical employments 
are ſervile, and he has been bred a gentleman. 
I muſt be permitted, however, to aſk ſuch gen- 
tlemen, Whether, in the whole ſcale of created 
being, there can be found a ſtate ſo abjeR, ſo 
deteſtable, as a life of hypocriſy and diſſimula- 
tion? Yet I am extremely willing to believe the 
aſlertion falſe ; becauſe all the enormous pro- 
ductions reſulting from the moſt horrible con- 
junctions in nature, are more reconcileable to 
my ideas, than the notion of a deiſtical clergy- 
man. TIf however there be ſuch a creature, 
which Gop forbid, let him be anathema, Ma- 
ran-atha. 

Next to libertiniſm in ſpeculation, is impiety 
in practice. Nothing is more natural to men, 
than reaſoning from our conduct to fits princi- 
ples. In vain would we perſuade them that we 
firmly and cordially embrace any ſyſtem of 
doctrines, if our deportment is inconſiſtent with 
our profeſſion. Actions have ever been, and 
will ever be eſteemed leſs ambiguous than 
words. They are always admitted as the moſt 
ſincere and expreſſive interpreters of our 
thoughts, 
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thoughts. Would we therefore exhibit, in the 
view of heaven and earth, the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt conſpicuous evidence, how much we are 
perſuaded that the Chriſtian religion is the 
will of Gop revealed to man for ſalvation, let 
us act agreeably to that perſuaſion. 

There is a dangerous error into which un- 
thinking levity may ſometimes fall; 1 mean, 
that of uſing the Scriptures with leſs reverence, 
than 1s either ſuitable to their own 1mpor- 
tance, or becoming the character of one who 
adopts them as the rule of his faith and practice. 
It 1s true, the canonical books are not the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation itſelf, but they are the 
uncorrupted vehicles by which it 1s conveyed 
to us, and continued amongſt us. They are 
therefore entitled to reſpect from all rational 
beings, bat particularly from thoſe who teach 
what they contain, as the capital rules of life, 
and the only method of acquiring eternal feli- 
city, When objects that merit our veneration 
are approached with too much familiarity, 
when we indulge ourſelves in a wanton perver- 
ſion of their original uſe, when we ſacrifice the 
dignity and ſimplicity of their native ſenſe to 
a double entendre ; what can the world think, 
but that in our hearts we deſpiſe them, and 
that our whole procedure in public life, is a lu- 
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crative ſyſtem of ſolemn quackery and impoſt- 
tion. 

Once more: If theſe ſuperlative wits cannot 
reſtra in the impetuoſity of their imagination, 
let them act a conſiſtent part, and reſign their he 
charge. Their temptations to continue it are dio 
not very alluring: from fifty to an hundred 
pounds per annum, will ſcarcely be thought an 
adequate compenſation for the ſacrifice of our 
good name 1n this world, and of our fouls in 
the next. 

It frequently happens, even among men 


whoſe minds are better formed, and whoſe ſen- we 
timents Jeſs corrupted, that an unbecoming hy 
ſpirit of banter, a ludicrous propenſity for of 
jeſting prevail: Nor are theſe ſallies of wit al- Pe 
ways confined within the bounds of innocence di! 
and decorum. Thoſe whoſe ſituation is retired, tic 
and who are confined by the duties of their of- © 
fice to the flock which they ſuperintend, are ſu 
often precladed from thoſe copious ſources of || ©® 
converſation which ſupply the tongues and en- wi 
gage the attention of common life. Strangers to fir 
what paſles in the world, and terrified by the fo 
" affeRation of pedantry, ſhould they deduce the TY 
topics of their diſcourſe from the books they bd 
read, they think thenſelves obliged to extort de 
from their own invention what they cannot 5 
u 


derive from external reſources. But this labour 
generally 
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generally diſappoints its end; for, by endea- 
vouring to become facetious on every occaſion, 
we commonly degenerate into dulneſs and in- 
ſipidity. Yet every man of taſte and ſenſe, if 
he regulates his conduct by deliberate reflec- 
tion, will rather chuſe to hear what is trivial 
and inſignificant, than to ſpeak it, Tacitur- 
nity may imply diſtance and reſerve; perhaps 
too, it may be thought a retreat from the im- 
putation of ignorance: but the loquacious and 
voluble ſeldom eſcape the brand of imperti- 
nence and folly, Let not a vain timidity, leſt 
we ſhould be thought mere ſcholars, or canting 


hypocrites, impel us to the oppoſite extremes, 
of affected wit, or lewd ſcurrility. Men of ſu- 


-perior life, though in the hour of company and 


diſſipation they may ſeem to reliſh theſe devia- 
tions from the dignity and purity of the ſacred 
character, will, in our abſence, make us the 
ſubjects of licentious mirth, and unreſtrained 


contempt, for theſe very efforts of genius with 


which we hope to conciliate their favour, by amu- 
ſing their fancy. We find in human nature, be- 
fore it is depraved by cuſtom, or tainted with 
vice, a delicacy and elevation of ſentiment, 
which raiſes it far above low bufteenery or in- 
decent mirth: and ſhall they, whoſe habits and 
employment are favourable to the culture of 


ſuch virtuous diſpoſitions, ſhall they contami- 
Cc | nate 


13 
nate their minds with impure ideas, or pro- 
fane their lips with an obſcene jeſt? —I ſpeak 
not here of facts, but poſſibilities. Charity 
ſtrongly impels me to hope, that no perſon in- 
veſted with the ſacred character, will ſtoop to 
amuſe his aſlociates, at the expence of his fame, 
his reaſon, his taſte, and his conſcience. But 
the apoſtles were men of like paſſions with our- 
ſelves; nor have we the leaſt reaſon to conjec- 
ture, that their ſucceſſors are above the lot of 
human frailty. So that no concluſion can be 
drawn from former experience, to prove that 
ſuch a perſonage can never be exhibited in the 
drama of life. To prevent this, let the paſtor 
improve every opportunity of innocent and 
manly recreation which is in his power, and 
conſiſtent with his circumſtances; for it is an 
eſtabliſhed principle in common ſenſe, that nei- 
ther the corporeal nor intellectual powers can 
bear aſſiduous and unremitted exertion. This 
the moſt illiterate peaſant daily feels by repeat- 
ed and ſenſible experience: and why ſhould 
his bigotry deny, to the ſhepherd of his ſoul, 
thoſe inculpable and neceſſary indulgences, 
which he himſelf partakes without compunc— 
tion? It is not however falſe zeal or ſuperſti- 


tion, as thoſe mock-devotees pretend, but in- 


fernal envy and innate malignity, which excites 
them to cenſure and reſtrain the guiltleſs en- 
tertainments 
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ro- tertainments of their paſtors. This I could 
eak prove by numbefleſs inſtances, which admit 
ity of no ambiguity, nor leave the remoteſt poſſi- 
in- bility of heſitation: but ſuch an induction 
to would protract my plan too far. 

me, When our employments are ſedentary, and 


ut our lives recluſe, the animal ſpirits are apt to 
ur- languiſh, for want of proper exercife ; the uni- 
EC= | formity of our buſineſs, proſpects, and conver- 
of ſations, becomes dull, and loſes that reliſh 
be F which is neceſlary for rendering our exiſtence 
hat agreeable, and enabling us to act with vivaci- 
the ty. Social intercourſe and temperate indul- 
ſtor gences are happy antidotes againſt this dium 
ind viteæ; but the relief is no more than tempora- 
and ry, and, when too eagerly purſued, or too long 
an J continued, may produce conſequences fatal to 
1et- our peace, utility, and reputation. Nor do 
can Þ theſe evils terminate in ourlelves, but reflect 
his diſhonour upon an order, whoſe ſubſiſtence and 
at- moral dignity are eſſential to the preſent and 
uld eternal happineſs of mankind, It is to be de- 
oul, plored, that theſe effects may be produced in 
ces, an unguarded moment, in the flow of ſoul, 
nc {| when nothing is farther from our intention 
ſti- than guilt. But however ſtrongly humanity, 
n* conſcious of its weakneſs, may plead for mer- 
cy in ſuch unhappy circumſtances ; yet, ſince 
EN- | man is a more ſevere and inexorable judge 
2Nts c 2 than 


CER he 


than Gop himſelf, who remembers we are 
duſt, and knows our frailty, it becomes a pa- 
ſtor to watch over his conduct with aſhduous 
and unwearied jealouſy, to repel every infi- 
nuating temptation, to catch the moment when 
his ſpirits begin to be exhilerated, or his affec- 
tions warmed, and to fly even from the pre- 
cincts of danger. 

It has been aſſerted, perhaps at the expence 


of charity and truth, that liberties, ſtill more 


criminal, are taken by the clergy. The amo- 
rous intrigues of eccleſiaſtics have long been a 
ſtanding jeſt for fools, to repeat in the ears of 
ſuch as will diſcover a higher degree of credu- 
lity and idiotiſm, by laughing at them. But 
theſe aſperſions are too palpable to obtain cre- 
cit. A conduct of this kind, is ſuch a daring 
inſult to Gop, ſuch a wide departure from the 
molt ſacred obligations of morality, that com- 
mon ſenſe and common humanity are ſhocked 
with the ſuppoſition ; nor can ever be convin- 
ced, that this vice will generally prevail a- 
mongſt the repreſentatives of JESUS CHRIST, 
the miniſters of his pure and immaculate reli- 
gion. It is true, we have ſeen monſters, con- 
victed monſters of this kind; but becauſe na- 
ture has likewiſe produced monſters, ſhall we 
infer that her laws are imperfect and irregu- 
lar? From exiſtence to poſſibility we may con- 

clude; 
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clude; but the argument reverſed, would be e- 
qually falſe and injurious. The more ſuch an 
obloquy is conſidered, the leſs probable it ap- 
pears. For though we could ſuppoſe a man 
bleſſed with a liberal and religious education, 
capable of ſo much brutality, as to find pleaſure 
in promiſcuous amours ; yet, whether he eſta- 
bliſhes that commerce with a mercenary proſti- 
tute, whole favours are {old without diſcrimina- 
tion to the higheſt bidder, or makes untainted 
innocence the victim of his paſſion, the plagues 
and dangers of his ſituation are inconceivable, 
To what mean ſtratagems muſt he deſcend for 
concealing his enormities! How miſerably is he 
ſubjected to the humour, caprice, and extrava- 
gance of his miſtreſs ! who, perhaps, to gratify 
wantonneſs, revenge, or curioſity, betrays his 
important ſecret to her ſucceeding paramounr, 
and impreſſes on his character ſuch indelible 
Rains, as neither length of time, nor extent of 
ſufferings, nor future penitence, can waſh a- 
way : for of all creatures under heaven, the fi- 
delity of an abandoned woman can leaſt be 
truſted. If his paſhons are warm, if the pro- 
penſities of his heart lead him to domeſtic ten- 
derneſs, let him at once chuſe a lover and a 
friend, let him ſanctify his pleaſures by conju- 
gal union: a meaſure which ſecular prudence 


will conſpire with the feelings of his heart, to 


dictate ; ; 
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dictate ; ſince, if we make a rational choice, 


there is no more effectual method of ceconomy | 
than marriage; and he who remains a bache- | 
lor longer than the ſtate of his heart or his for- 


tune demands, ſhall ſpend more money in the 
innocent diſſipations 
would ſuffice to maintain a wife and family. 


It is now perhaps more than time to view the 


ſubje of our deliberations in a wider ſphere 
of action, and conſider him as related to a pa- 
riſh. But here, as in the former topic, the 
plan which I have adopted will confine me to 
ſuch obſervations as ſeem indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary, 

That omniſcient Being, who intuitively diſ- 
cerns the rectitude of my intention, will, I hope, 
bear me witneſs, that the preſent attempt is 
not the effect of oſtentation or malice: that I 
neither write to diſcover my parts; for it is 
my firm opinion, that there are few in the 
Church of Scotland who will not be found my 
ſuperiors both in natural talents and acquired 
advantages: nor to upbraid my cotemporaries; 
for I myſelf am conſcious of all that weakneſs 
and fallibility which is neceſſarily implied in 
the human frame. My labour may perhaps 
be uſeleſs and ineffeual ; but it is at leaſt a 


labour of love, fince, if it has any tendency at 
all, it is to direct the attention of the beſt and 
| | moſt 


of ſingle life, than 
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moſt uſeful order in human ſociety, upon ſach 
objects as are eſſential to its being and impor- 
tance. | 

Let us now ſuppoſe our licentiate eſtabliſh- 
ed in a pariſh, He will find it extremely re- 
quiſite to 1nveſtigate, as far as poſſible, the 
character and diſpoſitions of his people, that, 


| in all ſuch parts of his conduct as are indiffe- 
rent in themſelves, he may ſuit his deportment 


to their humours, and, even as far as it 1s con- 
ſiſfent with the liberty of a man, or dignity of 
a miniſter, comply with their harmleſs prepoſ- 
ſeſſions. Theſe exertions of complaiſance are 
trivial in themſelves; to a benevolent heart 
and liberal mind, they are very inconſiderable 
ſacrifices, yet may prove extremely efficacious 
in promoting the private happineſs and public 
utility of the paſtor. Gop and nature ſeem to 
have intended our frame, in its original for- 
mation, for bearing one another's burdens, and 
for treating thoſe guiltleſs infirmities and inno- 
cent prejudices which we find in others, with 
tenderneſs; ſince they are generally balanced, 
or perhaps outweighed, by our own, Let us 
therefore attempt the firſt acceſſes of the human 
heart with gentleneſs, affability, and kindneſs. 
Let us diſcover to our brethren, by ſuch marks 
as they cannot doubt, that we are children of 
the ſame benevolent Being with themſelves ; 
that 


. 
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that we rejoice in their happineſs, partake their 
diſtreſs, and have a fellow-feeling of their in- 


firmities. To diſcover theſe diſpoſitions, a | 
mind inflamed with the love of Gop and man, | 
will never find it neceſlary to aſſume falſe | 
complaiſance and affectation for his auxilia- | 
ries; ſuch a ſoul will naturally effuſe and 
exert itſelf in actions of tenderneſs and hu- 
manity. By theſe reflections, I do not mean | 
to aſſert, that a miniſter ought to proſti- 
tute his favours, by beſtowing them on all | 


without diſtinction. There 1s a proprie- 
ty, which characters and circumſtances alone 
can ſuggeſt, and which, when ſtrictly obſer- 


ved, conſtitutes the great difference between in- 


ſtinctive and rational goodneſs. The firſt of 


theſe will always be regarded as an involuntary | 
and an unlightened flow of good nature; the 


laſt, when diſintereſted, and properly and 


warmly exerted, conſtitutes that character 


which the original Source of being and happi- 
neſs ſupremely loves, and which the Chriſtian 
religion was intended to form. Much leſs 
would I wiſh to ſee the inſtructor become the 
ſycophant of his people. Of all human beings, 
a popular paraſite is the meaneſt and moſt de- 
teſtable. If they ſhould watch his conduct 
with an ill- natured jealouſy, to find opportu- 


nities for cenſure and detraction, if they ſhould 
ſurvey 
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ſurvey his indifferent or unguarded actions 
with ſpiteful animadverſions, or unmerited re- 
dicule ; it then becomes his indiſpenſible duty, 
to aſſert the prerogatives of his nature and of 
his ſtation, That this ſpirit of malignant ſcru- 
tiny prevails too much in common life, will be 
evident to every one who obſerves what paſſes 
around him. Have we not ſeen ſome mini- 
ſters loſe their popularity, by cultivating the 
harmleſs relaxation of muſic; by riding in 
buck-ſkin breeches, though a meaſure dictated 
by prudence and frugality, for ſaving expence 
by wearing wigs which were not of a ſacerdo- 
tal colour, and by walking with canes eight or 
nine inches beyond the orthodox length ? Will 
any one pretend to ſay, that theſe prejudices 
could ariſe from tenderneſs of conſcience ? Are 
they not plainly the impotent efforts of malice 
baffled in ſearch of proper objects upon which 
to operate? When objections like theſe are ur- 
ged againſt a paſtor, they are undoubtedly the 
higheſt and ſincereſt compliments that can be 
paid him: ſincere, becauſe offered by ene- 
mies; and high, becauſe they ſhow his charac- 
ter above the reach of ſlander, Wo to the 
people by whom they are indulged ! becauſe 
they promote the favourite ends of that execra- 
ble ſpirit, who is the immortal and implaca— 
ble enemy of ſouls. Beſides that amiable de- 
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meanour in a clergyman, which is one of the 
moſt effectual means of pre- occupying the hearts 
of his people in his favour, there are other diſ- 
poſitions, which, if ſufficiently manifeſted, 
will give the greateſt weight and impor- 
tance to every public exertion of his office, 
Though true religion abhors that conflagration 
of falſe zeal, that ſtorm of blind enthuſiaſm, 


which characterize hypocrites and ſectaries; 


yet there is a ſacred pathos, an heavenly fer- 
vor, which highly becomes her. When cler- 
gymen perform the duties of their office like 
clocks, in a cool mechanical manner, ſuch a 
conduct is not only hateful and abſurd in it- 
ſelf, but productive of the moſt miſchievous 
effects. For, whilſt his congregation behold 
him exhibiting every token of laſſitude and a- 
pathy in the exerciſe of his function, what can 
they naturally conclude, but that he executes 
it, becauſe it is his trade? It is an ancient and 
a juſt remark, that the quickeſt and moſt pow- 
erful means of perſuading others, are to ſhow 
that we ourſelves are intereſted and perſuaded. 
When I enumerate the offices incumbent on a 
clergyman in private life; when I add thoſe 
which his ſcanty revenue obliges him to un- 
dertake for the ſubſiſtence of his family ; when 
I conſider how much of his time is nęceſſari ly 
beſtowed in viſitations, catechetical exerciſes, 


and” 


an 


XX111 |] 
and other labours of the ſame kind; I am 

ſtruck with terror and compaſſion, to imagine, 

how it will be in his power to diſcharge the 

duties of the ſabbath with propriety and deco- 

rum. Inſtead of cenſuring the compoſition of 

2 ſermons in general, I am moſt agreeably ſur- 
7 priſed, to find them ſo worthy of attention as 

they are. In earlier periods, the eloquence of the 

7 pulpit amongſt us was rough and barbarous ; 

2 nay, ſometimes even ludicrous ; yet, frequent- 

ly pathetic and affecting. But ſince the days 

of Barrow and Tillotſon, a taſte for cool rea- 

ſoning and accurate compoſition has prevailed. 

2 We think it ſufficient to inform the judgment, 

without engaging the heart; as if the ſame 

2 Gop who gave us reaſon, had not alſo given 

us affections; or, as if theſe affections were not 

the great ſprings of action. Hence that liſtleſs 

unconcern, that lethargic indifference, with 

which we ſometimes behold an audience be- 

have during the periods of public worſhip. 

—The miniſters of all religions abroad, either 

ſeem to be better acquainted with human na- 

ture, or more attentive to its powers and their 
operations, The diſcourſes ſubjoined to this 

len letter are intended as ſpecimens of their man- 

ner, though it was not perhaps practicable to 
transfuſe all the ſpirit of the original into a 

different language. The tranſlator did not in- 
d 2 tend 


| 

4 
1 
—_ - 
= 
: 

| 

ü 


4 
| 
x 
: 


[ xxiy 1 


tend them for publication, when he undertook 
the taſk. It was begun and executed from no 


other motive than gratitude to a lady, who | 


wiſhed to ſee them in Engliſh, and whoſe ma- 


ternal goodneſs, for a ſeries of years, he had ex- 
perienced in numberleſs and important inſtan- 
ces, though humanity was her only induce- 


ment. Let it not however be imagined, that 


theſe ſermons, in their preſent dreſs, are pub- 
liſhed as models of perfect compoſition in their 
kind. The tranſlator frequently found it im- 
poſſible to expreſs the ſenſe of this author, in 


many paſſages, with that plainneſs and perſpi- 


cuity which ſo eminently diſtinguiſh and a- 
The words which he was 


dorn the original. 
often obliged to uſe, are not ſufficiently fami- 
liar to the public ear; and the turn of the 


jentence is ſometimes too much involved, to 


engage or enlighten the common apprehen- 
ſion of mankind. But if the tranſlator has 
not wholly failed in his attempt, the reader 
muſt obſerve a genuine warmth, a ſpirit of 
ſincere piety, breathing in theſe diſcour- 
ſes, which is certainly an object highly wor- 
thy of our imitation. It is alſo much to be 
regretted, that the ſame lifeleſs and unin- 
formed manner which appears in our compo- 
ficions, is equally obvious in our delivery. 
With what languor and indolence, to uſe no 

| ſtronger 
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ſtronger terms, are our diſcourſes generally 
pronounced! yet this is an impropriety ſo 
glaring, that, with the moſt curſory attention, 


ve muſt perceive it. Shall a lawyer, who con- 
tends, whether Caius or Titius may gain a pal- 
try ſuit, be warmed with his ſubject, and ex- 
preſs his feelings, with all the energy and vari- 
ety of excited nature; whilſt we, who are con- 
cerned for objects of infinite value and eternal 
duration, utter the moſt important precepts, 
the largeſt promiſes, the moſt formidable 
chreats of the goſpel, with indifference ? When 
I conſider how highly the general taſte is now 
Z poliſhed and refined by arts and ſciences, is it 
poſſible to obſerve, without ſurpriſe and indig- 
nation, what a ſmall progreſs, what inconſide- 
3 rable advances, even the beſt of our ſacred o- 
rators have made in the art of delivery! Ad- 
vances indeed ſo inconſiderable, that a juſt i- 


dea of it can ſcarcely be found among us. 


Strange! That we cannot obſerve how nature, 


when ſtimulated by any affection, exerts her 
powers. Let but the heart be fairly rouſed, 
let it but be affected with any intereſting ſen- 
timent, give way to its emotions, and it wall 
render every accent, every attitude, expreſſive 
of what it feels. Muſt we not then bluſh, if 


we have any ſenſe of ſhame, to find ourſelves 


excelled, even in our own province, by every 
Itinerary 
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itinerary declaimer, every prieſt-errant, who 
comes to diſtract and ſeduce our congregations! 
However ſequacious the croud may be, or 
however fond of novelty, theſe motives alone 
will never attach them to the perſon, nor im- 
preſs them with the opinions of any teacher. 
To what other means therefore muſt we attri- 


bute the ſucceſs of theſe wanderers amongſt us, 


but to their evident and ſtriking ſuperiority in 
delivery? Are their inſtructions more impor- 
tant, their ideas better expreſſed and digeſted, 
their harangues more evangelical, or their com- 
| poſitions more accurate than ours? If they can 
boaſt none of theſe advantages in a higher de- 
gree than we poſſeſs them, where muſt the dif- 
ference be ſought, but in their attempts to 
warm the heart, and prepoſſeſs its affections in 
favour. of religion? It may perhaps be faid, 
that the different objects which neceſſarily en- 
grols our time and attention, prevent us from 
exerting ourſelves in this way, with all the ſpi- 
rit and energy we could wiſh. Beſides, every 
temper is not equally ſuſceptible, nor every ge- 
nius equally happy in communicating its i- 
deas. But theſe difficulties will by no means 
excuſe us for neglecting advantages which 
Gop and nature have given us for wiſe pur- 
poſes, and Which, if duly improved, may have 
no 
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o ſmall influence in promoting the great ends 
of religion. The melodious ſing- ſong of our 


anceſtors was excuſable, becauſe no better 


ould be expected from the taſte and improve- 


ment of that period in which they lived : but 


what apology can be offered for the frigid and 


unvaried monotony of their followers, which 
perhaps is the quickeſt and moſt powerful opi- 


ate of the two? In ſhort, if we cannot do 
what we wiſh, let us at leaſt do what we can. 


Non poflis oculo quantum contendere Lynceus, 
Non tamen idcirco contemnas lippus inungi ; 
Nec, quia deſperes invicti membra Glyconis, 
Nodoſa corpus nolis prohibere chiragra, 
Eſt quodam prodire tenus, ſi non datur ultra. 
Hon. Erisr. 


We are now happily arrived at the laſt ſtage 
of our journey; and it remains alone to ſur- 
vey our paſtor in his legiſlative capacity. 

One would imagine, that from all the com- 
mandments of God, the clergy had ſelected the 
ſeventh alone as the ſubject of their care and 
animadverſion; ſince this crime, in the loweſt 
eccleſiaſtical court, is almoſt the only one which 
falls under its cogniſance and cenſure. It muſt 
be confelled, that the emphatic queſtions, Q 
modo conventum eſt? Qando fattum eſt ? C bt per- 
petratum eft? Quoties iteratum ęſt? if anſwered 

with 
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with proper minuteneſs and naivety, may pro- 
duce moſt entertaining details, fit to exhilerate 
the inflam mable ſpirits of youth, and warm even 
the frozen heart of age: yet the inveſtigations 
of theſe preſumptive circumſtances, however 
neceſſary for convicting offenders, are, in my 
humble opinion, more adapted to the com- 


plexion of a civil than an eccleſiaſtic judicato- 


ry. Thus transferred, delinquents might be 
more effectually detected and putiiſhed, either 
by corporeal pains, or pecuniary mulcts; while, 
at the ſame time, the Church might reſerve in 
her own hands the powers of cenſure and ab- 
ſolution, without the mean and diſagreeable 
drudgery of hunting ſcandal through all her 
polluted retreats ; and the offence, deterred by 
ſeverer and more ſenſible puniſhments, would 
be practiſed with leſs wantonneſs and frequen- 
cy than under the preſent regulations. 

It requires no ſmall degree of delicacy and 
impartiality, to behave with decorum in a 
church-court; where one muſt often ſuſtain the 
complex, I had almoſt ſaid the irreconcilable, 
characters of judge, party, and counſel. To 
give equitable deciſion, where the mind is ſo 
differently impelled, and diſtracted by ſuch 
various views and attachments, will require 
the cooleſt and moſt accurate deliberation. But 


when a man of honour remembers, that he 
| acts 
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acts in foro conſcientiè. he will never debaſe the 
candour and ingenuity of his ſoul, nor deprive 
his tribunal of that public reſpect, by which 
alone its influence can be uſeful in life, from 
a falſe obſequiouſneſs to particular perſons and 


circumſtances. 
One important exerciſe of the ſacred juriſ- 


{ diction, is the trial of ſuch as are candidates 


for orders. It is a maxim inceſſantly repeated, 
and highly applauded by ſome, that, in licen- 
ſing probationers, a ſincere heart is, by many, 
degrees, more eligible than an extenſive and 
cultivated underſtanding; for it requires no 
profound erudition to inſtruct a vulgar audi- 
ence, but much goodneſs to give them a pro- 
per example. If parochial duties were the ſole 
buſineſs of a clergyman, this aſſertion might 
poſlibly be admitted in its full extent. But 
when he is conſidered as a ſuperintendant of 
the church, as a guardian of her principles, her 
diſcipline, her conſtitution, it muſt, I think, 
be granted, that mediocrity of talents 1s by | 
no means fit for a truſt ſo momentous. Be- 
ſides, may it not ſometimes happen, that can- 
didates admitted to probation upon principles 
like theſe, or others leſs juſtifiable, may, with 
good hearts and blundering heads, become r1- 
diculous, even to the meaneſt of their hearers? 
I am not fond of ſuppoſing ſuch degrees of 
e imbecility 
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imbecility in a cleryman. But though cha- 
rity may hide infirmities, and ſoften appearan- 
ces, ſhe can never obliterate facts, nor contra- 
dict the plain and impartial teſtimony of ſen- 
ſible experience. To inform and regulate the 
conſcience, to act with prudence and diſcre- 
tion even in private life, will demand no ſmall 
proportion of underſtanding. And ſhall we 
authoriſe to inſtruct others, ſuch as continually 
want inſtruction for themſelves? A wiſe and 
enlightened clergyman, can deſcend to perform 
the loweſt and moſt ſimple duties of his voca- 
tion; but he who is illiberal and ignorant, can 
never riſe to the more arduous and intricate 
functions of his ſtation. In theſe he muſt be 
conſtantly and implicitly led; and ſince it is a 
thouſand to one that he may chuſe an impro- 
per pedagogue, all the power which he poſſeſſes, 
and which, in our democratical conſtitution, is 
equal to that of any other, may be perverted 
to the meaneſt or molt ill- natured of purpoſes, 

Were the Church to conſider, that negatives 
in licenſing or ordaining her members are the 
only checks now in her power, and that caution 
and delicacy in thoſe admiſſions might antici- 
pate a number- of difficulties with which ſhe 
way be afterwards embarraſſed, ſhe would ſure- 
ly uſe her power of licenſing with more diſcre- 
dion. 


It 
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It is impoſſible that the civil and eccleſiaſti- 
cal juriſdictions can be totally independent. 
Clergymen are ſubjects, and, conſequently, owe 
that allegiance to their ſovereign, that reſpect 
for ſecular powers, that obedience to the laws 


of their country, which are due from their 


compatriots and fellow- citizens. Beſides, the 


very tenor by which their ſubſiſtence is ac- 


quired and aſcertained is civil; ſo that it muſt 
be determined by the ſame laws and ſame ad- 
miniſtration with other civil properties. From 
this it will follow, that, in every caſe where 
civil and eccleſiaſtical power are in danger of 
colliſion, the laſt ought to be managed with the 
utmolt care and delicacy ; otherwiſe, ſubord 
nation, forfeiture of liberty and independence, 
muſt be the inevitable reſult. 

The general method of acceſs to ſettlements 
has been long no ſecret ; and almoſt every mi- 
niſter of this church, at preſent living, has ob- 
tained his benefice by preſentation. By what 
conſummate effrontery therefore are they ſup- 
ported, in blaming others with ſo much viru- 
lence and acrimony, for entering into the 
church in virtue of the ſame paſſport with 
themſelves? or how have they any conſcience 
to retard or ſubvert ſuch ſettlements, as are au- 
thoriſed by every lawful prerequiſite which 
may carry them into execution? Did tne, 
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Church act agreeably to her character, when ſhe 


which they were preſented ? and does ſhe not 
always act equally ſo, in authoriſing the ſettle- 
ments of every one who 1s naturally, morally, 
and intellectually qualified for the office? It is 
pretended, that theſe ſcrupulous gentlemen 
were ſettled with the concurrence of the peo- 
ple. But it would be dangerous to put the 
queſtion, Whether the ſame ſettlement would 
not have taken place, without the poor pretext 
of a concurrence, under whoſe ſhade they are 
now ſo fond of ſcreening their rebellion and 
obſtinacy ? I believe few inſtances of reſigna- 
tion can be produced, eyen where that boaſted 
concurrence was neyer obtained ; and though 
we may be told, in the warmth of diſpute, 
loudly and repeatedly told by ſome gentlemen, 
whole veracity I am unwilling to queſtion, 
that they would rather beg their bread than 
except a living on ſuch canditions ; yet, in 
fact, I know no perſon who has ever ſeen one 
of theſe venerable mendicants. 

Would it not be much more conſiſtent, in 
caſes of popular oppoſition, with the ſimplicity 
and integrity of their characters, to obey the 
mandates of that Church which admits them 
with theſe very conditions, than to exculpate 
their conduct by ſuch wretched and equivocal 
defences, 


ordained their eſtabliſhment in thoſe livings to 
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lefences, as Jeſuits and pettifoggers would be 


aſhamed to utter? 
Will any man in his right ſenſes, who is ac- 


nuainted with the terms of acceſſion to an of- 


e, rail at thoſe who have been inveſted in the 


ame manner with himſelf? or becauſe he 


hinks the paſtoral relation between a people 


Sand their miniſter is ill aſſorted, or improperly 


conſtituted, will he meanly aſſume the part of 
a religious go-between, to light the torch and 
fan the flames of ſedition ? Such a deportment 
would rather become a miſſionary of Satan, 
ſent from hell to diffuſe miſchief and diſcord, 
than a repreſentative of the meek and amiable 
Jesvs, who ſuffered the rebuke of ſinners with. 
out retorting evil for evil, and who, when he 


was reviled, reviled not again, If there are 


clergymen thus miſchievouſly and contempti- 
bly buſy, in vain would they perſuade us, that 
they are impelled by a zeal for the intereſt of 
religion : The tree is known by its fruit : ac- 
tions like theſe clearly diſcover from what prin- 
ciples they flow : they are the ſpurious brood 
of that deſpicable leachery of ſoul, that ſordid 
concupiſcence of ſpirit, which inſatiably burns 
for the favour and applauſe of the. rabble. 
Were I to converſe with any of theſe flaming 
demagogues, I would aſk them, whom, I be- 
ſcech you, do you flatter? whoſe good graces 

dg 


1 


do you endeavour to conciliate ? whoſe caprice 
do you labour to indulge and heighten ? are 
they not thoſe whoſe fury and prejudices may 
turn againſt yourſelves, and who, in ſuch a 
caſe, will murder your fame, violate your per- 
ſon, deſtroy your cattle, maim your innocent 
and defenceleſs children; nay, improve the 
tranquil hour of filence and repoſe, to ſet your | 
houſes in conflagration, and involve yourſelf } 
and all that 1s dear to you in ſure deſtruction, | 
before you can be appriſed of your danger ? 
yea, all this too, under the pretence of ſerving 
Gop. Curſed hypocriſy! impious and facrilegi- 
ous apology ! for actions which the devil himſelf, 
though inflamed with all the rage ofhis nature, 
and irritated with all the torments of his abode, 
would diſclaim with bluſhes ; for never yet 
could a mortal of ſuch invincible ignorance be 
found in Gop's creation, whole conſcience was 
not better informed; than to imagine theſe ac- 
tions and diſpoſitions authoriſed by religion. 
Yet theſe facts can all be vouched by living te- 
ſtimonies, except kindling the houſe, which 
was confeſſed by its perpetrator on his death- 
bed.—You with the act of patronage limited 
in its extent, and exerciſed with lenity. I wiſh 
ſo no leſs than you, could a more pacific and 
eftetual expedient be found, But whilſt it 
continues in force, let it obtain that compli- 
ance 
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ance which every civil inſtitution demands for 
he preſervation and ſupport of peace and or- 
der; and if any conjuncture ſhould appear, in 
| Which you can rationally hope that theſe 
grievances may be redreſſed, let regular and 
7 decent application be made to the legiſlature 
for this effect. But can it ever be expected, 
that ſeditious clamour, and acts of rebellion, 
will extort ſuch a conceſſion from a wiſe and 
well- conducted adminiſtration? will any go- 
vernment ſurvey with complacency its orders 
neglected, or refuſed, by thoſe who ought to 
ſupport and facilitate all its lawful and ſaluta- 
ry meaſures ? 

It is equally unworthy of the clerical cha- 
racer, either to flatter the mob, or 1dolize the 
great. While probationers, they are often en- 
truſted with the tuition of young heirs ; for 
which their mighty reward amounts perhaps 
from ten to thirty pounds per annum. It can- 
not therefore be wondered, that the father 
ſhould think this a compenſation inadequate to 
the labour, anxiety, and fatigue, which neceſ- 
farily attend the culture and formation of a 
human mind ; nor that he ſhould take the firſt 
opportunity of providing for a perſon ſo im- 
portantly employed, and ſo poorly repaid. 
But, for this reaſon, muſt the pratitude of the 
incumbent be for ever thought inſolvent ? Is 
the 


[ xXXXVvi |] 


the obligation beyond all poſſibility of a requſt· 4. L. 
al? Will no complaiſance, no ſervice, diſcharge ſtice 
it? There is a wide diſtinction between mean awer 
obſequiouſneſs, and the decent reſpect which WB) 
we owe to our ſuperiors. At the reformation, | * 
when the Church was deprived of her tempora- ee 
lities, who ſhared her dilacerated patrimony 1 ſuccc 
nay, who at preſent maintain and ſupport 3 and 
their figure by her ſpoils? When a late effort cog 
was made to raiſe the ſubſiſtence of her mem- | Una 
bers above contempt and penury, have we for- and 
got by whom, and with how much violence, [es 
it was oppoſed? Do they not ſtill ſurvey, AH 
| with viſible jealouſy, every advantage acquired | loud 
| by the clergy as a collective body? and do e 
8 they not, with all their might, reſtrain every cab 
f attempt to extricate them from the difficulties 111 
| of their ſituation ? ther 
Theſe ſage politicians, however, may learn wa 
to act upon other maxims. If the ſacred order $94 
(which Gop, in mercy to mankind, avert !) 1 
ſhould ever fall into contempt, they may re- ro 
gret their former jealouſy and parſimony, . 
when they find their throats and purſes every ons 
moment 1n danger, from the rapacity and rage ther 
of a lawleſs, indocile, and unprincipled mob, g. 
who are only reſtrained by external inſtitutions, ny 
which are frequently too impotent to puniſh, or bon 


too general to comprehend, every injury. 
+ In 
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In every adminiſtration of equity and ju- 
ſtice, nothing is more pernicious than party-in- 
fluence, but particularly in ſacred judicatories. 


Why then are our ſenſes eternally ſtunned with 


the invidious diſtinctions of popular and mode- 
rate men? Why 1s that zeal, which might be 


EZ ſucceſsfully employed for the honour of Gop 
and the happineſs of his creatures, evaporated 
in childiſh debate and factious altercation ? 


Unanimity of counſels, mutual benevolence, 
and friendly intercourſe, have ever been the 
great ſupports of human ſociety, Diviſion of 
ſentiments, diſtraction of meaſures, and jea- 
louſy of conduct, are its reproach and ruin. 
When it is remembered, that this Church is not 
inveſted with that extenſive property, nor at- 
tended with that powerful influence, which o- 
ther churches enjoy, ſurely her members ought 
naturally to cultivate all the advantages of u- 
nion, rather than aſſiſt her enemies, who wiſh 
nothing more than to eclipſe her dignity, 
and annihilate her very frame. It is an ob- 
ſervation founded on the nature of things, and 
the invariable experience of mankind, that no 
party ever was, or can be, infallibly right. If 
therefore a clergyman attaches himſelf impli- 
citly to the maxims and principles of any fac 
tion, he is no longer a ſervant of JEsUs &HRIST, 
but a mere paſſive inſtrument, to be uſed as the 
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particular exigencies or intereſted views of his 
party direct. It is eaſy therefore to diſtinguiſh 
what miniſter is actuated by the liberal and ge- 


nerous motives of love to Gop and man, or who 
is impelled by the ſordid views of private attach- 


ment. canveniency, or luſt of praiſe: For theſe, we 
may becertain, are the unalterable principles up- 
on which every conſtant adherent of a party muſt 


act, if de! is a man of ſenſe; becauſe the wiſeſt 


and maſt numerous combinations of mankind, 
both from the impetuoſity of their paſſions, and 
the limited nature of their underſtandings, 
muſt often be wrong, as no aggregate, com- 
poſed of fallible individuals, can itſelt be infal- 
lible, 


It is one of. the vale and moſt ſacred 
regulations of our eccleſiaſtical polity, that it 
takes cogniſance of its own members. Yet ſome, 
in order to render the clerical character and ſi- 
tuation more ſerure, have endeavoured to 
make proſecutions againſt the clergy as diffi- 

cult as poſſible ; whilſt others, in the ar- 
dour of their precipitant zeal, are apt to take 
ſuſpicion for guilt, and think a man convicted 
as ſoon as he is accuſed. From an adminiſtra- 
tion of the firſt kind, relaxation of diſcipline, 
and conſequently of morals, muſt inevitably 
happen; which is the mortal bane of every ſo- 
ciety ; but much more of the Church, where the 


morality 
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H 
morality of its members is the ſole cauſe of its 
rr and permanency. The procedure 
laſt mentioned would leave the beſt and moſt 
unexceptionable characters open to cenſure, and 
indelibly fix upon them every brand which 
malice or wantonneſs chuſe to inflict. A wiſe 


clergyman, therefore, will never reſiſt the force 
of due proof, nor pronounce any ſentence 


without it. If any circumſtances plead for le- 


nity, this he will exert towards the man, but 
not for the miniſter. 

Still it will be wondered, why I have at pre- 
ſent communicated theſe obſervations to the 
public, ſince they have long before been 
known. I ſhall only anſwer by another que- 
ſtion ; Have they been aſſiduouſly regarded? 
If not, I am fully intitled, as a patriot and a 
Chriſtian, ta ſound them, nay, reiterate them 
in the public ear. A period may arrive, Sir, 
and perhaps is at no great diſtance, when the 
eſſential intereſts of human nature may be in 
danger, if the clergy ſhould prove forgetful of 
their function, remiſs in their diſcipline, or 
diſfolute in their morals. A period may arrive, 
in which boundleſs venality, univerſal proſti- 
tution of honour, ſoul, and body, may pre- 


vail in a free, yet a corrupted ſtate; a period 


in which every candidate for a ſhare in its le- 
giſlature may buy his voters, and {ell his in- 
tegrity 
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tegrity at the higeſt price; in which national 
incendiaries may endeavour to revive ſuch pu- 
blic prejudices, as ought to be extinguiſhed in 
eternal oblivion; in which, infidelity may aſ- 
ſume the form of ohilobpby, that, with her 
falſe glare, ſhe may dazzle the vain, and miſ- 
lead the ignorant, till an univerſal indifference 
for religion, which 1s the moſt rational and 
permanent foundation of public virtue and pro- 
ſperity, prevails. Adieu, then, to every bleſ- 
ſing which we enjoy at preſent, or expect here- 
after. 

If therefore we are clergymen indeed; if the 
glory of Gop, the happineſs of our fellow- 
creatures, be dear to us; we ſhall take the hint 
from the circumſtances here delineated, and 
purſue theſe great ends with indefatigable vi- 
gour, and unremitted aſhduity. I am, 


NEv. DIR, 


Your moſt obedient 


May 12. 5 
1768. | 
humble ſervant; 


TiMoTHEUS PHILANTHROPUS, 


| 
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Joux iii. 19, 


T « And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
1 « world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
2 % their deeds were evil.“ 


"HE condemnation, my dear brethren 

and fellow-Chriſtians, concerning which 

JesUs CHRIsT ſpeaks in theſe words, is that 

of the unbelieving Jews; theſe infatuated men, 

whoſe underſtandings obſcured by the preju- 

dices of the world, and whoſe hearts infla- 

med by the luſts of the fleſh, notwithſtanding 

the excellence of our Saviour's doctrine, the 

. ſplendor of his miracles, and the accompliſh- 
ment of the prophecies in his perſon, rendered 

A them 
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them inflexible in infidelity, and prevented 
their acknowledging the Redeemer of mankind. 
That he who believes in the Son of Gop ſhall 
not be condemned, was affirmed immediately 
before our text; but he who believeth not is 
condemned already; and this is the caufe or 
* ground of their condemnation, that light 1s 
* come into the world, but that men have lo- 
ved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their 
* deeds were evil:” That is to ſay, that the re- 
ligion of IESsus CHRIST, which is here with 
great propriety called light, is impreſſed with 
ſuch palpable marks of evidence and truth, 
that it is impoſſible not to acquieſce in a diſ- 
penſation ſo ſacred, unleſs we are prevented 
by an afloniſhing blindneſs and perverſion 
of intellect, whoſe ſource and principle muſt 
be deduced from a depravation of heart ſtill 
more aſtoniſhing. 

Theſe, my dear brethren, theſe are the two 
cauſes upon which at preſent proceeds the con- 
demnation of our contemporary infidels. For 
it muſt be confeſſed, my beloved audience, to 
the reproach of our age, it muſt be confeſſed, 
that amidſt the trophies which genuine faith 
daily obtains, we behold arifing amongſt us 
vain and diſſolute men, who, glorying in their 
guilt and ſhame, an to diſengage them- 
ſelves 


| 1.33 

ſelves from her laws, and to accumulate her 
pure and heavenly majeſty with inſults; who 
make it their indefatigable and aſſiduous em- 
ployment to eradicate that celeſtial plant, and, 
if poſſible, to ſap its very foundation; who 
exert their whole powers to obliterate all di- 
ſtinction between virtue and vice, and to con- 
found the immortal deſtiny of Chriſtians with 
that of the beaſts which periſh. And as they 
cannot bear the intolerable mortification of ac- 
knowledging the true cauſe of their unbelief, 
they labour to diſguiſe it by metaphyſical ſub- 
terfuges, and vainly rack their inventions to 
perſuade us that they reject the truth, not for 
want of honeſt inquiry, but of convincing 
proofs, and that the force, the penetration of 
their ſuperior faculties alone, has elevated them 
above yulgar prejudices. Wretched apology 
for a departure from reaſon, ſo ſacrilegious! ſo 
diſgraceful! a departure equally criminal, whe- 
ther it be tried at the bar of divine juſtice, of 
conſcience, or of underſtanding; yet a depar- 
ture that, ſeduced by the witchcraft of ſelt- 
love, which in its turn it flatters, and impelled 
by the reſiſtleſs force of polluted paſſions, wants 
not ſufficient influence to diſturb ſome and 
pervert others. "3 


It becomes then neceſſary to anticipate 


A 2 danger, 
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danger, and arm you beforehand againſt an 
infection ſo dreadful, to remove theſe offenſive 
prepoſſeſſions againſt religion, and, if not to 
reclaim apoſtates, atleaſt to ſecure the faithful 
from a deviation ſo contemptible and fatal. 
To produce this effect, no means can prove 
more efficacious than the explication of theſe 
two truths which are aſſerted by JEsuUs CHRIST 
in our text, My meaning is, that incredulity 
muſt be condemned, in the % place, by the 
natureand force of theſe proofs which eſtabliſh 
the truth of Chriſtianity ; for this reaſon, that 
ſo conſpicuous is its intrinſic excellence, ſo ſa- 
cred, ſo immoveable the baſis on which it is | 
founded, that he muſt be obſtinate indeed who t 
refuſes his conſent to its conviction, if he in-. p 
veſtigates truth in the ſingleneſs and integrity | 
of his heart. Secondly, By the wretched and \ 
deſpicable ſource itſelf from whence increduli- | 
ty ariſes ; for this reaſon, that it derives not its \ 
original from innate ſtubbornneſs of mind, but t 
\ 
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from the perverſion of the will, and the pollu- 
tion of the heart. Now it is my preſent intention 
to demonſtrate this to you, with as much per- 


ſpicuity and conciſenels as poſſible. tl 
It is not here our buſineſs to ſelect the moſt 1 
brilliant expreſſions, or exert the powers of a I 


ſhowy and ſeductive eloquence, Let us leave, W 


nf 
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my friends, let us leave to impiety that mean 


and execrable ſtratagem, of diſguiſing by art 
the intolerable deformity of her own features; 
let us leave her to deck with flowers the poi- 
ſoned cup with which ſhe preſents her children. 
For us, let us breathe the ſimple, the native ac- 


cents of truth; and may the ETERNAL Spi- 
RIT OF TRUTH impreſs them on the foul 


with all the energy of conviction, and endue 
them with all the union of perſuaſion. This 
may the ALMIGHTY ratify in heaven. 

To return then to our firft topic. 

Yes, my brethren, the Chriſtian religion bears 
ſuch conſpicuous impreſſions of eternal veraci- 
ty, ſo wiſely adapted to the capacity of every 
one, that he muſt be ſupremely and inexcuſa- 
bly culpable who revolts againſt it. To be con- 
vinced of this beyond all heſitation, let us on- 
ly inquire into the principles themſelves on 
which its doctrine is founded, and afterwards 
take a curſory view of its external evidence. 
What then does this doctrine teach us, and in 
what does it conſiſt? It may, in ſome meaſure, 
be reduced to theſe four capital principles ; to 
the worſhip which it preſcribes ; to the mora- 
lity which it teaches ; to the hopes which it 
inſpires; and to the means of reconciliation 
with Gop which it provides, Now I affirm, 

that 
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that in whatever light we regard it, whether in 
the firſt or laſt of theſe reſpects, it is im preſſed 
with ſuch legible characters of divinity and 
excellence, as are ſufficient to reward honeſt 
and ſober inquiry with the moſt ample ſa- 
tisfaction. Upon this let us be a little more 
diffuſe and particular, 

And at firſt view, we can be preſented with 
nothing more worthy of our admiration, than 
what the Chriſtian religion diſcovers to us con- 
cerning the Supreme Being. It repreſents 
him to us, as the Creator, the Superintendant, 
and Judge of the univerſe. It gives us the 
moſt ſublime ideas of his perfections, of his 
power, of his wiſdom, of his tender mercy, of 
his immenſity and juſtice. It inculcates in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt preciſe 9 the unity of 
his.eflence, and the ſpirituality of his nature. 
Thus it refines and ſublimates thoſe groſs and 
material notions, concerning the plurality and 
corporeity of the God-head; that monſtrous 
brood of reaſon impregnated by her own 
weakneſs and corruption, which have produ- 
ced ſo many facrilegious idolatries, ſo much 
falſe and ſanguinary zeal, ſuch inexplicable 


myſteries of guilt and abomination, Ir de- 


ſcribes him in ſuch a manner, that if there is 
an eternal and ſovereign exiſtence, he muſt of 
neceſſity 
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neceſſity be ſuch a one as IEs us CHRIST re- 
preſents him to us. 

This is not all; he enjoins us to worſhip 
this Supreme Excellence in ſpirit and in truth, 
and not by the mere parade of external obſer- 
vances, or a worſhip conſiſting of uſeleſs and 
inſignificant formalities alone. According to this 
religion, Gop is only attentive to external ap- 
pearances ſo far as they are expreſſive of the 
ſentiments and feelings of the heart. The of- 
ferings moſt acceptable to him are not thoſe 
whoſe fat ſmokes upon the altars; but the ſa- 
crifice of our paſſions to virtue, of our ſub- 
ſtance to the neceſſities of our brethren, or of 
our temporal advantages to the defence of 
truth. Its ceremonies are not like the reli- 
gions of human invention, which conſiſt of a 
pompous and unmeaning apparatus, or of diſ- 
penſations from the moſt important injunc- 
tions of the law, ſuch as mercy, judgment, 
and faith. Its eſſential and characteriſtical 
principles are new obligations of piety towards 
Gop, or new ligatures of benevolence and 
charity amongſt men ; ſo much more majeſtic 


in their objects, as they are more pure and 


ſimple in the ſymbols that expreſs them. Their 
tendency is not confined to the ceremonies 
themſelves; they continually rife from the let- 


ter 
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ter to the ſpirit, and are ſo much more eſſectu- 
ally addreſſed to the heart, as they are leſs con- 
cerned with the external ſenſes. In ſhort, it is 
a worſhip entirely ſpiritual; and the ſentiments 
which it preſcribes, not the forms which it 
employs, characterize it. 

And what well deſerves to be remarked in 
this place, 1s, that the love of Gop conſtitutes 
the firſt obligation of this rational and liberal 
ſervice ; and that the Gop cf the Chriſtians 
diſtinguiſhes himſelf to us in the goſpel by the 
tender and endearing appellation of the Gop 
of Love; and that he enjoins us to fear him 
without dread, if I may uſe the expreſſion; 
that we {hould venerate him, as a child of re- 
ſpectable deſcent honours its father, and is 
terrified for nothing ſo much as his diſplea- 
ſure ; that we ſhould repoſe our whole confi- 
dence in him ; and thus adore him from mo- 
tives worthy of a generous and intellectual na- 
ture, even the dear and attractive motives of 
affection and tenderneſs, | 

Such, my brethren, is the goſpel in the firſt 
view which we have taken of it. I cannot 
ſtop here to turn your attention upon the glo- 
ry, the advantage, the comfort which accrue 
to human nature, from the intercourſe which 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem eſtabliſhes between Gop 

and 
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and man. For this I obteſt the conſcience of 
its moſt implacable and determined foes. 
Tell us, ye ſons of apoſtacy and rebellion, tell 
us if it contains any thing which is not ſtamp- 
ed with the currency of the moſt pure and ſa- 
cred wiſdom ? Tell us, if the Deity were ſup- 
poſed to preſcribe a worſhip to men, whether 
he could enjoin one more worthy of his own 
nature, or more adapted to theirs ? Tell us, in a 
word, if there be a true religion, whether the 
goſpel has not the moſt undoubted right to 
that denomination ; and whether, for that very 
reaſon, you are not morally obliged to believe 
and obſerve it? To this you muſt either agree, 1 
or reject all religion whatever, and, of conſe- F 
quence, the exiſtence of Gop himſelf. Do you 
ask me how this can be proved ? Let me crave 
your attention to the inviolable connection be- 
tween theſe two ideas. If there is a God, we 
are his creatures, and depend upon him ; we 
muſt therefore ſtand in ſome particular rela- 
tions. Now from theſe relations, as from all 
others, certain obligations muſt reſult. "Theſe 
obligations are nothing elſe than religion it- 
ſelf. If then there is a God, it neceſſarily fol- 
lows that there muſt be a religion, If there- 
fore there be a religion, we are in duty bound 


to embrace and obſerve the moſt excellent, 
e which 
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which is unqueſtionably the religion of IEsus 


CHR1sT. It is thus that the ſacred diſpenſa- 
tion which we inculcate, carries in its own bo- 
ſom the teſtimonies of its excellence and vera- 
city, as you have now ſeen them deduced from 
its relation to its primary object. 

But, in the /econd place, the religion of IEs us 
no leſs commands our admiration and aſſent, in 
reſpect of the morality which it enjoins. And 
here, my brethren. what a boundleſs field would 
open to our reflections, were we inclined mi- 
nutely to expatiate on the excellence and utility 
of Chriſtian morals! Every particular virtue 
which conſtitutes that divine aflemblage of 
graces might furniſh us with ample ſcope for a 
whole diſcourſe, were we diſpoſed to diſplay 
and admire all its beauties in detail. Thus, 
not being able to comprehend in one topic ſo 
many ſubjects of praiſe and admiration, it muſt 
ſuffice that we mention only their fundamen- 
tal principle, and ſuggeſt ſome general conſi- 
derations, which may inſpire you with a juſt 
ſenſe of the value and importance of your ine- 
ſtimable religion, from the ſecond view in 
which we propoſed to conſider it. 

Remark then, That this holy religion is the 
only one which offers you a complete ſyſtem of 
certain principles and fixed rules for the go- 
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vernment of your moral conduct. Thoſe ſages in 
the Heathen world, who aſſumed the province 
of inſtructing men, have only offered ſome de- 
tached maxims. We find,” as Lactantius 
with great propriety obſerves, © one idea in one 
* philoſopher, and another in another; but not 
one of them ever formed a complete digeſt of 
** doctrines.” Natural religion disjoined from 
poſitive revelation, is no more than a ſeries of 
contradictory, variable, or uncertain principles. 
In ſome, it is almoſt reducible to nothing, by 
their want of penetration and reflection; it is 
diverſified, in others, by the different intereſts 
and paſſions from wheace it takes its tincture. 
Thus it loſes its uniformity and authority a- 
mongſt us. Evangelical morality corrects all 


theſe faults.—Remark, That the precepts gi- 
ven in this holy religion are carried to their 
higheſt degree of perfection, yet without paſ- 
ſing beyond the bounds of refined and rectified 
nature. Theſe it deduces from the nobleſt and 
moſt natural ſource, even univerſal benevo- 
lence, It informs us, that we ought ſupreme- 
ly and ardently to love Gop above all things, 
and our neighbours as ourſelves ; that all man- 
kind, our enemies not excepted, are of this 


number. Theſe tenets are ſo ſublime, that the 
B 2 foul 
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ſoul muſt be ſtrongly infatuated, O My Gop! 
how ſtrongly infatuated indeed! who does not 
perceive them marked with the legible im- 
preſſions of a Divine hand. —Remark its puri- 
ty ; explore the fountains from whence it de- 
rives, and the motives by which it recom- 
mends virtue; that without confining its in- 
junctions merely to the outward deportment, 
it extinguiſhes the paſhons in embryo, and e- 
radicates the ſeeds of vice from the heart, and, 
by its maxims, renders its faithful votaries 
{till more immaculate, more eminent in all the 
virtues, by the intrinſic teſtimony of their own 
conſcience, than in the fight of men. Far dif- 
ferent from that morality taught by the phi- 
loſophers, who propoſed no other method for 


conquering the paſſions, but by oppoſing con- 


trary paſſions; who purſued the glory of virtue 
more than virtue itſelf; and whoſe contempt of 
vanity was animated by noother principle, but an 
arrogance more fooliſh and intolerable than that 
ridiculous tumidity of heart which they ſcorn- 
ed. The doctrines of the goſpel attack vice 


directly at its root; it demands the practice of 
the moſt eminent virtues, as the means of be- 


ing acceptable to the moſt perfect of Beings; 


and that this ſhould, at the ſame time, be at- 
tended with the profoundeſt humility; a ſenti- 
EN ment 


_ 
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ment which the philoſophers have rarely incul- 
cated, and which perhaps they thought incom- 
patible with the dignity of a virtuous mind.— 
Remark the force which its motives acquire, 
as they are ſupported not by human authority, 
which is always a feeble and ineffectual re- 
ſtraint, when oppoſed to the impetuous and 
ungovernable paſſions of bad men, but by the 
ſanction of Divinity itſelf; and as they propoſe 
eternal rewards and puniſhments to thoſe who 
obey or violate the laws of that religion which 
they arm. Remark, finally, the important 
advantages which may be drawn from this be- 
neficent ſyſtem, not only by ſuch entire ſocie- 
ties as have formed their economy according 
to its rules, but even by the individuals of 
which they are conſtituted, if they regulate 
their manners according to its dictates. With 
what joy it inſpires a Chriſtian foul! with 
what conſolation! with what calm ! with what 
ſerenity! with what a ſovereign command ot 
herſelf! with what purity! with what mag- 
nanimity! and, at the ſame time, with what 
humility ! how happy might the people be who 
ſhould inviolably obſerve it! The prince would 
exert his power with clemency, and the ſubject 
diſcharge his duty with fidelity ; integrity 
would be the ſpirit of magiſtracy; and ſinceri- 
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ty of friendſhip, affection, and tenderneſs would 
diſtinguiſh the conjugalrelation ; maſters would 
be equitable in their orders, ſervants cheerful 
and punctual in their obediente: in matrimo- 
ny, in buſineſs, and through the whole inter- 
courſe of life, the moſt ſacred and inviolable 
honeſty would prevail. And you unhappy 
nations, miſerable victims of arbitrary power, 
of boundleſs ambition, and of all the curſed 
monſters which ſhe engenders ; in theſe golden 
days, liberty, peace, opulence, and ſelf-enjoy- 
ment might again be your portion : and, to fi- 
niſh the whole deſcription at once, this world, 
which is now a ſcene of violence, fluctuation, 
and wretchedneſs, would become a temple con- 
ſecrated to ſincere, boundleſs, and unmixed 


felicity, the anticipations of celeſtial beatitude. 


O ſacred and heavenly doctrine! what a weight 
of glory and happineſs wouldſt thou attract 
from thy native clime to diffuſe among the 
ſons of men, were they wiſe enough to purſue 
thy dictates! What miſeries and calamities 
wouldſt thou avert from their devoted heads ! 
Thy ſimple, yet ſublime leſſons, indelibly en- 
graven on our hearts, would render our purſuit 
of happineſs much more ſucceſsful than theſe 
pernicious ſyſtems of impiety, which, whilſt 
they ſeem to conduct us to freedom, lead us by 
deceitful 
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deceitful and fallacious paths to the moſt igno- 
minious and galling ſlavery, the deepeſt and 
moſt conſummate perdition; infinitely more 
ſacceſsful than thoſe myſteries of iniquity, 
which, iſſuing from the teeming fecundity of 
dark and inextricable politics, have gained to 
their authors ſo much falſe glory, and ſo many 
juſt execrations But let us reſume: O Man! 
if virtue has not loſt all her influence on thy 
heart, to her tribunal I appeal for the ineffable 
beauty and propriety of this goſpel, after this 
ſhort diſplay of its advantages: If, on the con- 
trary, ſhe has loſt her power, I would no more 
addreſs myſelf to thee, than ſow upon the ſand. 
Why have I not time, my dear audience, to 
delineate in your view, with the ſame parti- 
cularity, the inexpreſſible importance of this 
religion, in thoſe ſublime hopes, that proſpect 
of immortality, which it opens before you, 
and which conſtitute the third topic in our 
plan? I could ſhow you how glorious, and 
how conſolatory they are to man; how much 
they are ſuperior to the ſordid and reptile no- 
tions of the Epicureans, produced, like their 
fortuitous world, by the tumult of wild de- 
ſires and animal propenſities; which, in order 
to ſoothe ſupine indolence in the ſecure en- 
Joyment of groſs delights, amongſt thoſe who 
purſue 
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purſue no other happineſs than that of the beaſts, 
aſſigns the ſame termination of exiſtence with 
that of the brute-creation to Chriſtians, though 
formed after the image of Gop, and redeem- 
ed with the blood of JEsuUs CHRIST ; how ex- 
actly they are conformed to the idea of Gop's 
moral perfections, to the feelings of conſcience, 
to the nature of the ſoul, to the dignity and 
extent of her faculties, to her inextinguiſhable 
thirſt of happineſs, and to that flaming pro- 
penſity for eternal being with which ſhe glows, 
kindled by the breath of Gop himſelf, and 
intermingled with her imperiſhable eſſence, to 


enlighten the faith of thoſe who cultivate piety 


and virtue in every age and every period; and, 
in fine, how much their certainty riſes above 
the boaſted diſcoveries of reaſon, becauſe not 
founded on abſtract and metaphyſical argu- 
ments, which, by their very nature, are obno- 
xious to cavil and ambiguity, but on clear ma- 
nifeſtations of the divine will and power ex- 
hibited by Gop himſelf, which, tranſmitted 
through the channel of uncorrupted teſtimony, 
and impreſſed on the underſtanding by the 
SPIRIT OF TRUTH, are the ſole foundations 
of rational and indubitable evidence. 


Why is it not, in ſhort, permitted me to 


Explain in your hearing the profound, the ad- 
mirable 


* 1 
mirable wiſdom, comprehended in the myſtery 
of the cRoss, which with ſuperficial enqui- 
rers appears ſuch a ſtumbling-block, ſuch 
8 a rock of offence to reaſon, but which, in rea- 
lity, muſt command the full and free aſſent of 
the ſoul, when juſt ideas have been formed of 
| it, and when all its relations have been diligent- 
| ly and accurately inveſtigated ? I could ſhow 
you in how glorious a light it places the har- 
mony of the divine attributes, and the majeſty 
of Gop's law; how it ſupplies the defects in 
the law of nature ; how it confirms the goſpel ; 
how effeQually it baniſhes all ſuperſtitious 
worſhip, and ſanguinary victims; what eminent 
examples it diſplays of humility, patience, and 
charity; and how the interpoſitions of almigh- 
*ty power, which dignified its conſummation, 
have diſpelled all the clouds of prejudice and 
ignominy, with which the gloom of hell, or the 
malice of men, attempted to obſcure its luſtre. 
But this at preſent would lead me too far; and 
beſides, what ſtill remains for me to lay before 
you, will give it new conviction and energy. 
It is ſufficient for me at this time, in this con- 
ciſe delineation, to have directed your atten- 
tion upon that excellence and veracity which 
ſo evidently characterize the Chriſtian religion, 


that they ought to render it venerable in the 
C conception 
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conception of every thinking being, in whom 
all the ſentiments of moral worth and beauty 
are not abſorbed in the viſcuous and putrid 
marſh of guilty pleaſure, or effaced by the 
ſweeping whirlwind of deluſive vanity. 
But here methinks I hear theſe pretended in- 
fidels object: We acknowledge the beauty, 
and utility of IEsus's doctrine : It is attrac- 
« tive, ſublime, nay, if you pleaſe, more per- 
e fect than that of the ancient philoſophers: 
* But is its divinity an inſeperable conſe- 
* quence of theſe qualities? Have we not al- 
* ſoreceived uſeful and ſalutary precepts from 
* Socrates, Plato, Antoninus, and Epictetus ?, 
* Would you conclude from thence, that theſe 
* authors wereinſpired?” No, my dear audience, 
we do not as yet deduce this conſequence ; 
for we only allow to each argument that de- 
gree of ſtrength which it juſtly claims. We 
infer not from the univerſal pre- eminence of 
Chriſtianity alone, that its origin is from Gop. 
We conclude nothing from it at preſent, but 
that it neither contains nor implies any tenets 
incongruous to reaſon; that, on this account, 
it merits our reſpect; and that, if unbelievers 
were not inflamed with paſſion and acrimony, 
they would not ſpeak of it with ſo much viru- 
lence and rage. 


Let 
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vet I might Mill go further, and affirm, that 


if we ſhould compare this doctrine with the 
perſon of its AUTHOR, we ſhall be forced to 
own, that it diſcovers ſomething ſupernatural, 
and approaching to divinity, In effect, who 
was its founder? One born in a country, 
where the ſciences were moſt neglected; who, 
far from cultivating his talents by ſtudy, or 
intercourſe with the learned, ſpent in obſcuri- 
ty, manual labour, and retirement, almoſt the 
whole time which preceded his public mi- 


niſtration. Nevertheleſs, at his firſt appearance, 


he was at once obſerved to ſurpaſs all the phi- 
loſophers and ſages whom the univerſe had e- 
ver produced, and to publiſh a doctrine, which 
neither the oſtentatious wiſdom of Egypt, nor 
the politeneſs of Athens, nor the profound ſa- 
gacity of Rome has ever been able to reach. 
Is there not then ſomething ſupernatural in it? 
and will not this confirm the apoſtle's words, 
that © in him dwelt the fulneſs of the Godhead 
* bodily ?” 

But there is ſtill more. JEsvs Cn r1ST has 
plainly declared that he was fent from God; 
and believe, the truth of his affirmation 1s ſo 
conſpicuous, that it will ſcarce be incumbent 


on me to prove it, It is then undeniable, that 


be was that very perſon and character which 
C 2 he 
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he aſſumed; this being granted, his doctrine 
muſt of conſequence be divine. Or otherwiſe, 
(but what Jam going to ſay, my brethren, muſt 
affront yours and the common ſenſe of man- 
kind); or otherwiſe, one of two alternatives a- 
lone can remain : he muſt either- be a worthleſs 
1mpoſtor or a conſummate madman; between 
theſe extremes there is no middle, But who 
ſhall dare to aſſert that he was a viſionary ? 
How 1s this imputation reconcileable to the 
wiſdom of his diſcourſes, or to the beauty of 
his doctrine, which his enemies themſelves 
acknowledge? How 1s it conſonant with that 
character which is univerſally allowed him, and 
which is an indelible ſignature of the good 
ſenſe, ſo conſpicuouſly apparent in all his words 
and actions? To me his conduct appears ſuch 
a regular and happy ſeries of the wiſeſt actions, 
and ſo remote from the extravagancies of a 
heated imagination ; his zeal ſo warm, and at 
the ſame time ſo charitable ; his wiſdom ſo 
mild, yet ſo indefatigable; his gravity ſo uni- 
form, and ſo free from affectation; his equa- 
nimity ſo immoveable, notwithſtanding the 
diverſity of conjunctures in which he was en- 


gaged; his air of dignity ſo ſimple, yet ſo na- 


tural; the native authority of his deportment 
ſo different from Pharaſaical arrogance; his 
inexhauſtible 
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inexhauſtible fund of knowledge ſo free from 
parade or enthuſiaſm; what ſhall I add? His 
temperature of ſoul, which could inſtantane- 
ouſly aſſume every form of truth, could be 
tenderly compaſſionate without weakneſs, ſe- 
verely reprove without acrimony, fincerely par- 
don without oſtentation; in reality, he muſt 
be mad beyond the power of lunacy itſelf, who 
can venture to talk in ſuch a ſtyle. | 

Will the infamous title of Impoſtor be bet- 


ter founded? Great and good Gop! an im- 


poſtor! He, whoſe doctrine natively tends to e- 
raſe and exterminate lies and deceit from the 
face of the earth, and to give truth and juſtice, 
in their full extent, unbounded empire! He, 
whoſe conduct was as holy as his doctrines ; 
whoſe life was a full and inceſlant exertion of 


all the virtues; whom his enemies could not- 


reproach with a ſingle vice, not even with the 
fin of an unguarded moment! O heaven! 
an impoſtor! To what end, I beſeech you? 
Was it perhaps with a view of acquiring repu- 
tation, of aſcending the throne, of procuring 
the means which facilitate ſenſual gratification? 
Alas! this divine Lawgiver was more humble 
than the meaneſt of his diſciples: he inceſſant- 
ly and induſtriouſly inculcated, that his king- 
dom was not of this world; he ſilently abſtra@- 

ed 
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ed himſelf from the multitude, when they at- 
tempted to inveſt him with royal dignity; he 
aſſumed no honour from his miraculous cures; 
he enjoined the perſons who felt their happy 
influence to conceal them with religious ſilence, 
and to transfer all their glory to Gop; he never 
diſcovered to his diſciples that he was the pro- 
miſed MEss1AH, without obſerving all the 
precautions neceſlary for ſuppreſſing every ſpi- 
rt of ſedition and revolt: his life was ſpent in 
auſterity, indigence, and the ſevereſt mortifica- 
tion to pleaſure. To baniſh hypocriſy, errors, 
and crimes; to make men become enamour'd 
of ſanity,” veracity, wiſdom, and virtue; 
theſe were the ſole ends which he propoſed. 
Would ſuch a man then be guilty of the moſt 
flagrant atrocity, to accompliſh a purpoſe ſo 


worthy of Gop? And can one perceive the 


molt refined holineſs and exquiſite purity, the 
moſt perfect difintereſtedneſs, co-exiſtent, and 
even united in the ſame character with the moſt 
abje&t and moſt deteſtable perfidy? Indeed, 
irdee1, one muſt. have a mind highly proper 
for reconciling ſuch palpable inconſiſtencies, 
which can conceive ſuch oppoſite extremes u- 
nited, or rather an underſtanding irrecoverably 
immerſed in the depth of abſurdity, What 
then remains, but to conclude from the con- 
ſpicuous 
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ſpicuous features which diſtinguiſ the charac- 
ter of Is us CHR1ST, from the modeſty of his 
manners, the ſanctity of his diſpoſitions, and 
the obſcurity of his private life, compared with. 
the nature and tendency of his doctrine, that 
he was what he pretended to be; and, for this 
very reaſon, the diſpenſation which he exhi- 


bited and authoriſed muſt be divine? This 


was the /econd ſeries of arguments which L. 
mentioned, 


Yet, my brethren, fomething would ſtill re- 


main wanting to conviction, if JesUus CHRIST 
had not proved the divinity of his miſſion, by 
ſuch extraordinary phenomena as eould only 
reſult from divine power, or, in other words, 
by miracles, Miracles are neceſſary to reli- 
gion, as well becauſe they afford the moſt a- 
wakening proofs, and ſuch as are beſt adapted 
to popular capacity, which the greateſt num- 
ber of men muſt be fuppoſed to poſſeſs, as be- 
cauſe we can only eſtabliſh by theſe means, 
truths in their nature too vaſt and ſublime for 
the human intellect, which only preſent it with 
a partial and undiſtin view, diveſted of that 
force and evidence produced by clear and ade- 
quate perception, and which therefore can a- 
lone be fully manifeſted by the ſenſible. inter- 
poſitions of divinity, But that they may ex- 
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tort our aſſent, it is neceſſary for them to be 
impreſſed with ſignatures of divine power, 
which admit of no ambiguity; and to imply 
motives of conviction, which no fal ſehood can 
repel, nor art elude. Now, my brethren, to 
theſe preconceptions of a miracle, the ſuperna- 
tural operations of JESUS CHRITSH exactly cor- 
reſpond. They were ſuperior to all created 
power, as the reſurrections from the dead 
which he produced, and particularly his own. 
They were public, inſtantaneous, ſplendid, ex- 
hibited in the eyes of a great many witneſſes, 
not only conſiſting of friends, but enemies. 
Their ſole and ultimate intention was the glo- 
ry of Gop, the happineſs and reformation of 
men, the ruin of -1dolatry, ſuperſtition, and 
vice. Widely different from theſe quakeries 
and juggling impoſitions with which infideli- 
ty pretends to confront us, which were almoſt 
every one performed in obſcurity, or in the 
preſence of devoties and initiates alone ; and 
this for no higher purpoſe, than to diffuſe and 
eſtabliſh ſome ſuperſtitions worſhip, or to 
countenance the ambition and avarice of ſome 
particular prieſt, The miracles of IESus 
CHRIST, a circumſtance which merits your 
moſt ſacred attention, are equally venerable, 
whether we conſider the beneficence of their 

| deſign, 
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deſign, or the manner in which they were pro- 
duced. 

But you will ask me, Are they attended with 
ſufficient evidence to ſatisfy the inquiries of a 
ſound and cultivated underſtanding ? It is re- 
plied, my brethren, that we can only refuſe 
our aſſent by ſuppoſing, either that the apo- 
ſtles are deceivers, or deceived; and it would 
be difficult to determine which hypotheſis of 
the two is moſt abſurd. Can the extrava- 
gance of a wild imagination digeſt ſuch an ab- 
ſolute impoſſibility, as to believe that any de- 
ception, any faſcination whatever, could per- 
ſuade men of common ſenſe, that they beheld 
with their eyes a perſon, with whom they had 
familiarly lived and daily converſed for a ſe- 
ries of years, reſtored from the grave, whilſt, in 
reality, he was {till in the boſom of the ſepul- 
chre ? Is it poſſible in nature, that men could 
be uniformly and inceſlantly deluded during 
ſo long a time in their judgment concerning a 
number of facts totally different in their na- 
ture and circumſtances, which required no o- 
ther confirmation but the proper uſe and ſim- 
ple exertion of the ſenſes? Is it credible, that 
twelve, nay, that ſeventy-two witneſſes, ſhould 
at once be ſeized with the ſame unaccountable 
infatuation, ſo ſtrongly, that not a ſoul a- 
D mongſt 
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mongſt them was ever able to detect the fraud, 
or recogniſe his own error? Yet, frantic as 
this notion muſt appear, it would ſtill be more 
ſo, to fancy them capable of perſuading o- 
thers, that they had been ocular witneſſes of 
facts which were never tranſacted, and which 
of conſequence they could never lee. 

But if it is abſurd to think, that the apoſtles 
themſelves were ſo groſsly abuſed in their no- 
tions of plain and undiſguiſed facts, much 
more inconceivable muſt it be, that they 
ſhould impoſe upon others. What a wild chi- 
mera, that men without letters, influence, or 
reputation, ſhould have formed an intrigue to 
ſubvert the whole ſyſtem of ſecular wiſdom, 
power, and policy, without the moſt remote, 
mercenary, or intereſted view! How incon- 
ceivable muſt that inſanity be, which could 
entertain the idea, that men who breathed no- 
thing but probity and virtue, ſhould weave a 
long and mazy texture of inextricable craft 
and falſchood! And for what end? Was it 
ſolely for the pleaſure of diffuſing and propo- 
gating them, to make the world wonder ? Tell 
us, in the name of reaſon, are you in your 
right ſenſes! What . an unaccountable pheno- 
menon, that men, obnoxious to all the frail- 
ties and infirmities of their nature, ſhould per- 
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ſevere in their falſhood, in ſpite of liberal pro- 
miſes, formidable threats, tedious impriſon- 
ment, exquiſite torture, andheven death itſelf; 
that not one of them {ſhould contradict ano- 
ther, nor prevaricate, but continuing in one 
conſiſtent and unanimous declaration, chear- 
fully and bravely ſeal their teſtimony with 
their blood ! Should we purſue theſe more 
than romantic conjectures through all their 
conſequences, a frightful and boundleſs ſcene 
of contradictions and abſurdities would quick- 
ly bewilder our underſtanding ; yet theſe the 
cautious ſceptic, however nice and delicate in 
other matters, can ſwallow and digeſt with 
voracity. | 
It would be eaſy to corroborate theſe obſer- 
vations, and render them {till more convincing, 
if time would permit me to diſplay the other 
arguments which ſupport Chriſtianity ; its e- 
ſtabliſhment and propagation accompliſhed in 
a manner ſo ſurpriſing. and with ſuch extraor- 
dinary rapidity, in ſpite of the moſt powerful 
obſtacles ; its admirable connection with the 
prophecies of the Jewiſh diſpenſation, in 
which alone they are fulfilled ; and other re- 
flections of the ſame kind. But theſe would 
carry me too far; and beſides, I cannot but 
think what has already been ſaid, concerning 
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the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and concerning 
the perſon and miracles of its Author, amply 
ſufficient to demonſtrate, that the proofs of our 
holy religion are fo clear and evident, as to 


render any perſon ſupremely guilty who 


ſhould rebel againſt its laws, or refuſe to acqui- 
eſce in its truth, with that ſatis faction which it 
is calculated to inſpire. 

But fince this is the cafe, perhaps you will 
ſay, How fhould it happen that there are infi- 
dels? O, my dear audience, be not ſurpriſed 
at it. JESUS CHRIST and his apoſtles have 
foretold it, in the mean-time whilft they de- 
tected its cauſes. Men,” fays our Saviour in 
the text, * love darkneſs rather than light.” 
For what reaſon? © Becauſe their deeds are e- 
„ vil,” This is the vital principle of infideli- 
ty, and, at the fame time, the ſecond cauſe of 
its condemnation. This remains to be explain- 
cd. Let me therefore importune your ſtricteſt 
attention. | 

In the /econd place; If the language, charac- 
ter, and conduct of infidels have in any degree 
engaged our obſervation, we ſhall ceaſe to won- 
der at their obſtinate perverfity, and be forced 
to acknowledge, that, if they have made ſhip- 
wreck of faith, this dreadful ſacrifice muſt not 
be imputed to their ſuperiority of genius or 
under- 


191 


underſtanding, but is offered, as our Saviour 
ſays, © becauſe their deeds are evil.“ The 
ſource of their infidelity is always to be inve- 
ſtigated in fome irregular paſſion; ſuch as, a 
propenſity to unlawful amours, an inclination 
for debauch and riot, the infatiable luſt of 
power; or, in concealed arrogance, and the vain 
deſire of unmerited diſti nction; and one may 
add, that theſe, in ignorance, find a patroneſs 
extremely ſuitable to their nature and ends, 
Though JESUS CHRIS himſelf had not taught 
us this truth, experience alone might have con- 
vinced us of its certainty. Shew me, ſaid 
a man, celebrated for his obſervations on the 
characters and manners of the age, | © thow 
* me a perſon diſtinguithed for chaſtity, ſo- 
* briety, and temperance, who affirms that 
there is no Gop; his opinion would at leaft 
* be diſintereſted: but (adds this author) 
* ſuch a perſon is not exiſtent.” I aſſert the 
very ſame, my brethren; and, in fact, you will 
never ſee one of theſe men, who aſſume airs of 
ſcepticiſm, without either being at preſent, or 

having formerly been, a ſlave, an abject and 
cringing ſlave to ſome enormous vice. They 
are at firſt unwarily involved in the inextri- 
cable labyrinth of paſſions, and have inſenſibly 
proceeded ſo far, that it becomes almoſt im- 


poſſible 
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poſſible to diſengage themſelves, to trace their 
former veſtiges, and return the way they came. 
In the mean time, they wiſh above all things 
to ratify an accomodation het ween their con- 
ſciences and their manners. The moſt into- 
lerable of all inteſtine wars, is when a ſenſe of 
Gop and religion takes arms againſt the im- 
pulſes and habits of pleaſure; it makes havoc 
in the boſom too fierce and too terrible to be 
born. To live in continual riot and diſſipation, 
beneath the ſcourge of an enraged conſcience, 
would be to purchaſe animal gratification too 
dear; to renounce them abſolurely, would be 
too high a price for immunity from remorſe. 
It is a more compendious method, to call in 
queſtion the fundamental principles upon 
which religion proceeds, and to block up eve- 
ry avenue of ſoul and body, that no tidings 
may enter to anticipate the ſequel of a proce- 
dure ſo raſh and impious. 

Theſe ſtrides to perdition are made with 
greater eaſe, as vanity ſmooths the path, faci- 
litates the progreſs, and ſupports by her inſi- 


nuations the falſe and tempting ſuggeſtions of. 


pleaſure. They flatter themſelves, that, by a 
brave ſingularity of opinion, by thinking 
differently from the reſt of mankind, whether 


thoſe in the learned receſs, or in the crowd and 
buſtle 
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buſtle of active life, they are elevated to a pin- 
nacle of ſcience and philoſophy above the reſt 
of their groveling ſpecies. It is a common 
remark, That great men and great wits are no 
volunteers in faith: nor will this ſurpriſe us, 
when we reflect, that the paſſions of the former 
are more ungovernable, and the vanity of the 
latter more inſolent than thoſe of the whole hu- 
man race beſides. Unbelievers of inferior rank 
and genius perſuade themſelves, that, by imi- 
tating their betters, they riſe to the dignity 
and ſplendor of the one, or to the talents and 
reputation of the other. They muſt, forſooth, 
become eminent authors, profound philoſo- 
phers, brilliant wits, without that creative 
force of genius, which, from intrinſic mate- 
rials, extracts and arranges theſe beautiful 
{ſtructures of wit and learning, that obtain the 
ſanction and admiration of immortality ; with- 
out that excellence and penetration of under- 
ſtanding, which propoſes nothing to the world 
but ſubjects worthy its reverence and attention; 
without that luxuriance and delicacy of fancy, 
which is under no neceſſity of making diſtant 
excurſions through unknown regions to collect 
its ſtores, but can ſupply its own parterre with 
the moſt beautiful and copious variety of 
flowers. Forced therefore by nature, and in- 

curable - 
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curable ſterility, they hope impiety may atone 

for the poverty of their genius ; they rhap- 

ſodiſe on all the common places of doubt; they 

. fally ; they retreat, they renew the charge, and 

beſiege religion in form: and the mob of ſervile, 

yet ſtubborn ſpirits, who cannot regard this 

vain diſplay of mock-merit, as a mere ſucce- 

daneum of real talents, a party-coloured veil 

to hide their incorrigible dulneſs, admire and 

follow them with implicit approbation ; as an 

idiot, with gaping aſtoniſhment, purſues a 

rareeſhow. They endeavour to aſſume the ſem- { 

blance and glare of taſte; but inſtead of that | 

b exquiſite ſenſibility in a cultivated mind, which | 

is at once ſtruck with the beauty of objects, | 

they have no penetration, no diſcernment, but 

for real or ſeeming deformities. They unfurl 
therefore with affectation the banner of a faſti- 
dious ſcepticiſm. It is their ambition to cre- 
ate themſelves a name, a rank, at whatever ex- 
| pence, and to riſe above their original obſcuri- 
ty. For this end, they erect themſelves into 
profeſſors of incredulity, and become leaders in 
the ſect of proſelytes to libertiniſm. They take 
airs of politeneſs, they ape the manners of ſu- 
perior life, and by theſe means court acceſs to 
| men of opulence and figure. With this inten- 
tion, they adorn themſelves with a frightful 

affectation of impiety, which to them appears 
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a mark of diſtinction, a privilege of familiari- 
ty, whilſt conſcience frequently ſhudders with 
horror at our behaviour, and accuſes us of 
falle pretences, which we have neither ſenſe 
nor ſpirit to maintain, — Shall I unfold the 
whole myſtery at laſt? O ineffable horror! 
They want to accumulate a fortune; and, in- 
ſtead of acquiring it by honeſt and uſeful la- 
bour, they vilely extort it by mining in the 
turpid and polluted fink of impiety, from 
whence they imbibe the materials which enable 
them to croak with open throat, and ſwell their 
writings to an exorbitant ſize. Such 1s the 
origin, and ſuch the procedure of incredulity: 
at firſt, the offspring of vice, groveling, timid, 
deformed, like her execrable parent: by degrees, 
ſhe becomes erect; ſhe raiſes her head to hea- 
ven with a haughty and aſſuming port; ſhe 
aſſerts herſelf, with unbluſhing impudence, 
the ligitimate deſcendent of reaſon, in its ſub- 
limeſt and moſt rectified ſtate : She! let me 
repeat it, who is no more but a monſter unna- 
turally engendered in the gloom of hell, pro- 
duced by ſordid paſſions in their wildeſt irre- 
gularity. 
And indeed, to confirm what I have ſaid, 
if lawleſs paſſion and intolerable vanity alone, 


were not the conſtituent principles of unb*li-t, 
Eh E would 
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would we behold its votaries endeavour to tear 
and mangle religion with ſo much fury and 
indecency ? Would they make it the eternal 
object of their ridiculous alluſions and inſipid 
jeſts ? Would they exert their whole malignity 
to extinguiſh thoſe boding fears, that indefea- 
ſible right, which, in ſpite of themſelves, ſhe 
retains over their hearts, by making her the 
inceſſant theme of their ludicrous converſa- 
tions, and by violating in company the moſt 
eſſential rules of reſpect and civility, that they 
may conſummate their eternal ruin by render- 
ing themſelves obdurate and inſenſible? Should 
we obſerve them ſo eager and ſo indefatigable 
in collecting and methodiſing thoſe trite and 
inſignificant objections, a thouſand times pro- 
poſed, and a thouſand times refuted, which 
compoſe the ſyſtem of traditionary impiety ; 
ſo ingenious in detracting from religion, by 
venting their gall in the blackeſt and falſeſt 
imputations; ſo unjuſt as to brand her with 
all the carnage and havoc produced by falſe 
zeal, which ſhe deteſts and abjures ; ſo artful 
and diligent in preparing the poiſon, which, 
transfuſed through the human heart, muſt ex- 
tinguiſh her in her favourite retreat? Would 
we obſerve them ſhut their eyes againſt that 
ſacred effulgence, which might illuminate 
them; 
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them; fly from its emanations, which dart up- 
on their ſouls in ſpite of them; refuſe their aſ- 
ſent, when no evaſion, no ſubterfuge is left 
them; dextrouſly elude, by changing a ſub- 
ject, the force of that truth, which they muſt 
otherwiſe inevitably acknowledge; accumulate 
queſtion upon queſtion; ſweep rapidly from 
one to the other; repel with a poor witti- 
ciſm, a ſatyrical flight, ſuch arguments as are 
deciſive and unanſwerable? Or, to fay all at 
once, would we behold them charging like ir- 
regular troops, conſcious of impotence and in- 
feriority, by ſudden and abrupt ſkirmiſhes and 
flights ? Would we, in ſhort, behold them ſo 
puſillanimous and cowardly at the thoughts of 
death; ſo mean-ſpirited and trembling, when 
its approach, or that of any other calamity, 
extinguiſhes the fervour of their paſſions ; at 
the ſame time, with theſe, diveſt themſelves of 
all that ſhowy and pompous wickedneſs, with 
which, till then, they had been ſo gorgeouſly 
decked ; lift their ſuppliant hands to heaven, 
retract all the blaſphemies which conſcience in- 
ceſſantly diſapproved; confeſs that they only 
play'd the parts of bravos and impoſtors, to 
ſtifle their compunctions, and make a merit 
of their courage; and plainly diſcover, that 
fince their doubts keep pace with the force and 
impetuoſity of their paſſions, and are more or 
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8 leſs troubleſome, in proportion to the rapidity 

; * or tardineſs of the current by which they are 

born, they mult conſequently be the offspring 

of 1ts madneſs and anarchy ? 'This, in a few | 

| words, diſcovers the polluted ſource of incre- | 
* Adulity. f 


But you will aſk me, brethren, How a de- | 
praved heart can have fo much influence on | 
the underſtanding, to make things which are 
true and evident in themſelves, appear falſe or 
175 doubtful in its apprehenſion? Alas! rather 6:0 
iſ let me afk, If it is poſſible that you are ſo little 
vs acquainted with the ſons of impiety, as to i- 
es. magine all their grimace the reſult of ſerious 
„ conviction, and that they really doubt theſe 
things, concerning which they pretend ſuch 
tis mighty heſitation? The greateſt number only 
Ws. wiſh that religion may be a fantaſtic invention: 

* For what reaſon? Becauſe they fear the pu- 
1 niſhments with which the threatens them; be- 


5 cauſe they have no reliſh for the ſpiritual en- 

(8 joyments which ſhe promiſes; becauſe ſhe is 

14 in direct oppoſition to their corrupt inclina- 

1 tions. This is the whole ſecret; examine them, 

4 and they will tell yon ſo. And for the few 
62 who appear more ſyſtematic in their notions, 

1 | and more confirmed in their unbelief, it is be- 

N 4 caule they not onlywnake ſcepticiſm a point of * 


honour, but becauſe their thoughts perpetual- 


E 
ly brood on the difficulties of religion, without 
ever attending to the propriety of its ſolutions, 
or the force of its poſitive truths ; which is a 
power allowed to the will over the intellect, by 
all the philoſophers, 

It may be added, That ignorance immenſe- 
ly promotes the cauſe of error. Some of them 
are neither acquainted with religion itſelf, nor 
its foundations, Hurried along the torrent of 
buſineſs or pleaſure, they have no time to enter 
deeply into ſuch ſerious contemplations, nor 
to explore their own nature. Others are in- 
capable of diſtinguiſhing pure and genuine re- 
ligion from the innovations, abſurdities, con- 
tradictions, external trappings, ſuperfluous rites, 
impoſitions, and corruptions, which the barba- 
riſm and ſuperſtition of uncultivated periods, 
the peculiar exigencies of ſecular policy, or the 
ambition of particular men have introduced: 
like a ruſtic, who, confounding the ſcaffolding 
with the fabric of an elegant building, ſhould 
pronounce the whole a picce of wretched archi- 
tecture; or like bim, who, having found golde 
ore, ſhould toſs it contemptuoully from him, 
on account-of the droſs which obſcured the 
luſtre and poliſh of the metal. Thus they re- 


| laws, for theſe acceſſory forms 
and 
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and tenets which it diſclaims. Others are ig- 
norant of the principles upon which reaſon 
proceeds, or, what amounts to the fame thing, 
of thoſe which are proper to each particular in- 
veſtigation. They demand, that we ſhould 
demonſtrate the exiſtence of abſtract truths, 
facts, and ſentiments, in the ſame manner, 
and by the ſame medium with which we mea- 
ſure an angle or a ſquare. 'They miſtake the 
bounds which circumſcribe the human mind, 
and attempt to ſound the depth, or explore the 
height of infinite wiſdom : They! to whom 
almoſt all the phœnomena of nature are myſte- 
ries, and even the conduct of their fellow-crea- 
tures often inexplicable. 

Theſe, my dear audience, theſe are the cau- 
ſes which propagate and diffuſe infidelity. This 
is what ought to render her ſovereignly con- 
temptible to you, ye men of the world! you 
who are in the proper ſphere of obſervation, if 
you are diſpoſed and qualified to obſerve. This 
is what irrevocably condemns them before Gop 
and man, and, what 1s perhaps ſtill more ter- 
rible, in the judgment of their own con- 
ſciences. © The ground of this condemnation 
** 15, that light is come into the world, but men 


have loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds are evil.“ 


i You 
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You then, whom culpable principles have 
engaged in a courſe ſtill more culpable, if there 
are any ſuch here, liſten. Return from your de- 
vious excurſions, whilſt it is yet time; quit 
a deceitful path, whoſe iſſues lead to certain 
and irretrivable perdition ; ceaſe to reſiſt that 
internal call, which from timetime alarms your 
hearts and ſouls ; ceaſe falſely to imagine your- 
ſelves engaged by honour in a courſe of obſti- 
nate temerity, which will end in your eternal 
ruin; impoſe a reverend filence on your 
paſſions, that you may attend to the auguſt 
voice of Religion, which tenderly calls you back 
to her maternal boſom, and to yourſelves. A- 
las! what advantage can you gain by reſiſting 
her invitation? On the contrary, What do you not 
loſe by becoming her declared enemies? You loſe 
the dignity of your origin, nor can regard 
yourſelves as any thing higher than a kneaded 
clod, differing only from the vileſt reptile by 
the different modifications of its parts. You 
loſe the only compaſs which can guide you 
through the tempeſtuous ocean of life; and you 
can poſſibly be nothing elſe but the ſport of e- 
very accident which happens. You loſe tho 
moſt intenſe and rational delight; and after 
the tumultuous and fleeting inſtant of pleaſure, 
that precarious and evaneſcent prize ſor which 
you 


E | 
you have ſacrificed your faith, nothing remains 
to you but a tremendons and gloomy void, 
which continually follows it; nothing but the 
regret which attends paſt enjoyments, never to 
be repeated; nothing but the anxious concern 
for your future deſtiny, that bitter and corroſive 
miſery which are its ordinary portion. You 


deprive yourſelves of the moſt raviſhing conſo- 


lation; and whilſt the beneficent hand of Religion 
wipes away all tears from the eyes of herchildren, 
you are an inceſſant prey to the gnawing worm 
that never dies, when the ſmarting ſcourge of 
adverſity and affliction deſcends heavy on your 
heads. Death, which Chriſtianity diſarms of 
its ſting, Death can be nothing to you but the 
object of ultimate terror; yet, with protend- 
ed dart and gloomy brow, he advances e- 
very moment towards you by gigantic ſteps. 
Raſh and unthinking men! what ſhall become 
of you, when this king of terrors, with all his 
dreadful retinue, which no violence can reſiſt, 
no flattery ſooth, no art elude, ſhall hem you 
round ! What a ſtormy tide of alternate an- 


guiſh ſhall toſs your ſouls, when you fluctuate. 


between the terrors of hell, and the unnatural 
deſire of annihilation? In what condition ſhall 
ye feel yourſelves, when already condemned, 


by your conſciences, the dreadful criſis ar- 
rives, 
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rives, in which you muſt appear before the 
judgment-ſeat of that Saviour whom you have 
put to open ſhame, and crucified afreſh? What 
a frightful account of your miſdeeds muſt you 
render! with what diſturbed and contaminated 
ſouls will you preſent him! Great Gop! my 
blood runs cool, my being quakes to its foun- 
dation, when I think on the ſad, the inevitable 
conſequences of ſucha raſh, ſucha ſoul- deſtroy- 
ing procedure! Horror and compaſſion take full 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul! and inthe tranſport of theſe 
different emotions, how ardently would 1wiſh it 
in my power to addrels all the ſons of impiety 
in this exhortation of the apoſtle: © Fly from 
this perverle generation; and, whillt it is yet 
time, work out your own ſalvation with fear 
* and trembling.” 

For you, my brethren, ho Benet profeſs 
the religion of your Saviour and your Gop, 
what ſhall I ſay to you? Regard impiety with 
horror and deteſtation : but, whilſt you hold 1t 
in contempt, honour your King by the purity 
of your manners. Remember that the Chri- 
ſtian religion demands the obedience of the 
heart, with more precifion than that of the 
mind: remember that © faith without works is 
* dead ;” and that it is not ſufficient to ſay to 
Jesus, ©Loxp! Lokxp!“ except you likewiſe- do 
F his 
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his will. In a word, would you participate 
the promiſes and conſolations of the goſpel? let 
your conduct be the reſult of your faith ; and, 
as you believe like Chriſtians, live like Chri- 
ſtians. 

Here, my dear brethren, I ought to have end- 
ed; but that I feel my heart irreſiſtibly impel- 
led to communicate, in your hearing, a ſenti- 
ment naturally ariſing from the ſubject which 
] treat, in which, you happy inhabitants of this 
province, even you, are particularly intereſted. 
Exclude the ſpirit of infidelity from every ave- 
nue that leads to your country; prevent 1ts ac- 
ceſs with the ſame vigour and diligence which 
you would exert in oppoſing the entrance and 
advancement of a peſtilential infection. It is 


not the intereſt of your ſouls alone which de- 


mands this precaution; it is the welfare of your 
ſtate, the continuance of your liberty, the 
exiſtence of your republic that requires it. The 
grcateſt legiſlators, tbe moſt profound politi- 
cians eſtabliſh this as an eſſential and funda- 
mental maxim, That virtue alone is the vital 
principle of a commonwealth; and, let me add, 
that without the ſupport of religion, names, 
chimeras, and ſhadows, are ſubſtantial things, 
compared with virtue. If then it ſhould be 
your misfortune, your curſe, to fee infidelity 
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ſpreading and acquiring importance among 
you, from that moment of horror and execra- 
tion, virtue is extinguiſhed, annihilated. Un- 
bounded licentiouſneſs and diſſolution of man- 


ners ſhall take her place. In their pernicious 


retinue ſhall enter civil Corruption, pampered 
Luxury, relaxed Effeminacy, and total inſen- 
ſibility to the ſacred names of Religion, Liber- 
ty, and Patriotiſm: the ligatures that bind the 
ſtate ſhall be looſed; the ſprings of its action, 
the reſources of its vigour, drained and enfee- 
bled; nay, its very foundations crumbled to 
duſt, though of adamant before. And in this 
languid or diſtempered ſituation, the moſt in- 
conſiderable ſhock ſhall produce the mortal cri- 
ſis, the criſis of that death which knows no re- 
ſurrection; thus recalling to our afflicted me- 
mory the fatal cataſtrophes of all the free ſtates 
in the world, which, by the Almighty's irre- 


reverſible decree, have inevitably periſhed, and 


ſhall for ever be deſtined to expire with their ex- 
piring virtue. May the Gop of heaven and earth 
preſerve you from ſo dreadful an evil! Proſperous 
and flouriſhing Republic, may that gracious and 
eternal Providence which hitherto has reſcued 


thee, ſtill be the ſupreme object of thy regard, 


the preſerver of thy faith and morals, the ſup- 


port and protector of thy wealth, liberty, and 
4 peace 
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peace! Ye miſerable nations, for ever buried 
by the hand of the Omnipotent in the ſepul- 
chre of your aſſaſſinated virtue, let your tre- 
mendous fate ſerve as an example: let your fi- 
lent, though piercing and pathetic eloquence, 
more emphatic than the moſt awakening ſer- 
mon, reach the ſoul, the vitals of this ſtate; 
excite and ſtimulate its zeal for the true and 
only faith: and you, ye dear and hallowed 
names of public liberty and public good, in- 
ſpire it with new, with immortal energy! 

In order, my brethren, that the proſperity 
which you now enjoy may be continued to 
your lateſt generations ; in order that it may be 

only the prelude, or, if I may uſe the expreſ- 
ſion, the veſtible to eternal felicity, let our uni- 
ted prayers aſcend like incenſe to the throne of 
of grace, for the continuance of true religion 
and true virtue amongſt you. Amen. 
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„% He brought me to the banqueting-houſe, and his banner 
© over me was love.” 
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Y deareſt brethren, ſuch in this myſtic 
Song, intended to repreſent, by corpo- 

real images, the ſentiments of CyR1sT's ſpi- 
ritual bride ; ſuch is the language of the Chri- 


{tian church, and the ſpirit of the goſpel. * The 
* characteriſtic by which I am diſtinguiſhed,” 


ſays this ſacred diſpenſation, addreſſing us,“ is 
charity; the great end which I propoſe, is to 
© unite men among themſelves ; the firſt and 
great precept which I enjoin, is fraternal af- 
fection; for the banner of my ſpiritual Bride- 
* groom over me is love.“ . 
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of which at preſent I attempt to convince 
you; and would to Gop it were in my power 
to impreſs that ſacred maxim, with indelible 
characters, not only on your hearts, but on 
the hearts of all thoſe who profeſs the Chriſtian 
name. Would to Gop I could irreſiſtibly per- 
ſuade them, that of all the theological or mo- 
ral inſtitutions yet exhibited, not one propoſes 
as its. end the arduous enterpriſe, of uniting 
all the individuals of the human ſpecies by the 
moſt powerful and ſacred ties, ſo much as the 
Chriſtian Religion; that brotherly love is the 
duty which eſſentially conſtitutes its. genius; 
that the very profeſſion of Chriſtianity enga- 
ges us to glow with univerſal benevolence for 
all men; that party-ſpirit, intolerant bigotry, 
and violence for conſcience- ſake, are in direct 
oppoſition to its maxims; and that, of conſe- 
quence, nothing is more excellent, nothing 
more amiable, than this ſacred, this Gop-like 
religion, If there is, in the nature of things, 
one point which deſerves our moſt accurate 
ſcrutiny and profoundeſt attention, it muſt un- 
queſtionably be this. The wits, the ſages of this 
volatile, yet inquiſitive period, every day in our 
light, nay, in our hearing, affront the goſpel by 
the imputations of a fanatical and intolerant 
ſpirit, 


This, Chriſtians, this is the important truth 
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ſpirit, with which they inceſſantly brand it. 
Every day we behold theſe unjuſt accuſations 
countenanced by the contemptible ignorance, 
the deteſtible perfidy, the abſurd and ſangui- 
nary zeal, the cruel and abhorred procedure of 
ſome, who arrogate the dignity of prieſthood. 
Every day we behold ſecular politicians, ſacri- 
ficing to their private intereſt the repoſe and 
ſalvation of ſouls, not with a ſparing hand, 
but by millions; trampling under foot the ſa- 
cred and venerable ſenſe of humanity ; and, 
by a conduct involved in the inextricable ma- 
zes of iniquity, offering up religion as a victim 
to the obſcure pretenſions of political ambition. 
It becomes then indiſpenſibly neceſſary, that 
miniſters of the goſpel, whoſe office is to re- 
ſtore and vindicate the prerogatives of truth, 
to confirm and ſupport the intereſts of huma- 
nity, to aſſert the honour of religion, ſhould 
carneſtly apply themſelves to impoſe ſilence on 
the vain declamations and gratuitous malice of 
one party, or repel, with all the infamy of con- 
fronted guilt, the folly and wickednets of the 
other; and that they ſhould endeavour to bring 
the laſt to meaſures more conſiſtent with pru- 
dence, moderation, and Chriſtianity. 

* Gracious Gop! if thy incomprehenſible 
and almighty Providence, which employs 
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** the weak things of this world to confound 
the ſtrong, ſhould deign to uſe the inſtru- 
mentality of my miniſtration, however feeble 
and unworthy in itſelf, to raiſe and expand, 
though but in one ſingle ſoul, the tender, 
the precious bloſſom of evangehcal charity; 
what an infinite debt of gratitude, what fer- 
vent and boundleſs acknowledgments, would 
„be due from thy humble creature, to that 
free and ſovereign grace by which he was 
* aſliſt-d!” How happy ſhould I eſteem my- 
ſelf, if in this intereſting period, when I be- 
hold collected in this ſacred place people of 
different kingdoms, formerly divided by their 
national intereſts, and ſtill by difterent opinions 
in matters of religion, if I could extinguiſh all 
religious or civil hoſtilities amongſt them, and 
perſuade them, that there is one ellential ar- 
ticle in which they ought to unite, even the 
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important article of Chriſtian benevolence! It 


1s by this intereſting view, that my reflections 
have been prompted and ſuggeſted at the happy 
criſis of peace, reſtored to reunite contending 
ſtates, and terminate a bloody and deſtructive 

war, which till now has deformed theſe pro- 
vinces with carnage and deſolation; reflections 
which ſeem extremely proper to. be delivered 


from ſuch a place at ſuch a time. May the 
80 
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Gop or PEACE, by his efficacious grace, 
impreſs them in deep and permanent cha- 
racers on our hearts! May we all, my dear 
brethren, whether French or German, be 
effectually convinced, that univerſal bene vo- 
lence is the ſpirit, the ſoul of that religion 
which was taught by JESsVUSs CHRIST our di- 
vine leader! This Gop grant,” 


ce 
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As to the fir? topic: 


When we mention the ſpirit of any inſtitu- 
tion whatever, whether civil, ſocial, or religi- 
ous, we mean its grand principles of action, 
the chief views entertained in its formation, 
the peculiar purpoſes which it labours to ac- 


compliſh, the preciſe ends which it endeavours 


to attain, If then I can prove to you, that 
Gop has eſtabliſhed the Chriſtian religion 
from no other motive than that of love to men, 
from no other view but to corroborate and 
ſanctify the connections which unite them; 


that charity 1s one of its primary laws ; a law \ 


ſo eſſential, as to obtain the preference over e- 
very other diſpoſition which conſtitutes its 
genuine profeſſors ; and that, according co us 
eſtimate, our higheſt and moſt laudable eftorts, 
without charity, are accounted as nothing: 


that all its tenets, all its peculiar precepts, and 
G 7 all 
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all its ceremonies, directly and natively tend 
to inſpire men with the love of their fellow- 
creatures : that it abjures, in ſhort, every ſen- 
timent of malice, every effort of zeal which is 
incompatible with humanity, every exertion of 
violence, though intended for its own propa- 
gation : if, as I have ſaid, I can prove all theſe 
things, ſhall I not, my dear audience, demon- 
{trate, with all the force of truth, that eharity 
is the conſtituent principle, the genuine ſpirit 
of the goſpel? 'To render this plain and evi- 
dent, therefore, to every underſtanding here, 
with all the perſpicuity of which I am capable, 
yet with all the conciſeneſs which the limits 
of this exerciſe demand, ſhall be the object of 
my preſent endeavours. Let me therefore 

crave your profound attention. | 
Yes, my brethren, in whatever light we 
view the Chriſtian religion, we behold it ex- 
uberant of charity, If we contemplate it in 
its original ſource, we find it ariſing from the 
love cr God to man. * God ſo loved the 
* world,” as St John obſerves, © as to give his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believed 
* in him, might obtain everlaſting life.” And 
elſewhere, “ in this was the love of Gop ma- 
* nifeſted towards us, becauſe that God ſent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that 
66 we 
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* we might live through him.” If we inveſti- 
gate its chief end, its ultimate tendency, the 
apoſtle Paul diſcovers it, in this great princi- 
ple of univerſal benevolence, concerning which 
we treat: © Now the end of the command- 
* ment is charity, out of a pure heart and of 
* a good conſcience.” If we examine its pri- 
mary law, its diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic, 
theſe viſible impreſſions by which it is recog- 
niſed, we find that JEsus CHRIST and the a- 
poſtles have determined this to be charity : 
* A new commandment pive I unto you,” ſays 
that divine Preceptor, © That ye love one ano- 
ther, even as I have loved you; for by this 
* ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples.” 
* For he that loveth another, hath fulfilled 
* the law,” ſays the apoſtle Paul to the Romans, 
and proves it by this induction ; “ For this, 
* Thou ſhalt not commit adultery, Thou ſhalt 
© not kill, Thou ſhalt not fteal, Thou ſhalt not 
bear falſe witneſs, Thou ſhalt not covet: and 
if there be any other commandment, it is 
* briefly comprehended in this ſaying, name- 
* ly, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” 
From whence he thus concludes, © Charity, 
Athen, is the fulfilling of the law.” 
Thus we already ſee, charity acknowledged 
as the original principle, the ultimate cnd, the 
| G 2 great 
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great commandment of the goſpel. But I ſtop 
not here; for I will venture to aſſert, that ac- 
cording to the genius of the goſpel, this di- 
ſtinguiſhed grace is ſuperior to thoſe virtues 
which are reckoned moſt eſſential in a Chri- 
{Lian, to the moſt heroic exertions of faith, to 
the ſublimeſt diſcoveries in religion, nay, even 
to the moſt ſplendid talents, and ſuch as reflect 
the greateſt honour on Chriſtianity. Can I 
ſay any thing ſtronger in favour of the truth 
which I inculcate.“ Now,” ſays St Paul to the 
Corinthians, *abideth faith, hope, charity; but 
** the greateſt of theſe is, what my brethren ?Is it 
faith, which diſtinguithes us from the 1mp1- 
ous, the infidel, and the heretical ; which im- 
preſſes on our foreheads the ſign of Gop's e- 


lect, and which ſeals our ſouls to the day of re- 


demption ? Or is it hope, which tranſports us 
to the celeſtial regions, and which gives us, by 
anticipation, to taſte of theſe immortal joys re- 
ſerved for the children of Gop ; which gives 
thoſe lively perſuaſions, that happy foretaſte 
of eternal bliſs? No ; “ but,” ſays the apoſtle, 
the greateſt of theſe is charity.” Liſten ſtill 
further to the ſame inſpired teacher, whilſt he 
reaſons upon the preſent ſubject, in the begin- 
ning of that very chapter from whence I have 
extracted the laſt quotation. ©* Though 1 
ſhould 


1 
* ſhould ſpeak with the tongues of men and 
of angels; though ] poſſeſſed more than hu- 
man eloquence ; though, like the moſt inſpired 
poets, the ſublimeſt orators, the molt elevated 
geniuſes, I ſhould emit the loftieſt ſentiments 
in a torrent of rhetoric : “ though I poſſeſſed 


cc 


the gift of prophecy ;” though I had the ta- 
lent of emitting oracles, of perceiving the moſt 
remote futurity, of explaining the moſt ab- 
itruſe predictions, or of elucidating theſe my- 
ſteries in our faith which are moſt ſublime, 
and retired from human capacity, or of diſco- 
vering all the moſt obſcure and intereſting part 
of every ſcience: © though I had faith ſuffi- 
** cient to remove mountains: though I were 
animated with the warmeſt zeal ; though I 
ſhould perform the moſt ſurpriſing effects in 
making proſelytes ; though, rather than re- 
nounce my creed, I ſhould devote my body to 
the moſt exquiſite torments of inventive cruel - 
ty: in ſhort, © though I ſhould give all my 
+ ſubſtance to feed the poor ;” though I thould 
eſtabliſh the moſt inexhauſtible funds, and di- 
ſtribute with boundleſs profuſion to the neceſ- 


ſities of the indigent: fill, © if I want chari- 
** ty; ifI do not cordially love my fellow-crea- 


tures ; if I do not regard and treat all men as 
my brethren ; if humanity, moderation, equity, 
nay, 


L 94 
nay, if univerſal benevolence, be not the #vul 
which awakens all my ſentiments, and ani- 
mates all my actions; I am nothing; I am 
* but as a ſounding braſs, or the vain and im- 
pertinent noiſe of a tinkling cymbal.” Such 
is the pre-eminence aſcribed in the goſpel to 
chartiy, above all the other virtues. This in- 
eſtimable grace adorns all her ſiſters with addi- 
tional charms ; ſhe diffuſes around them ſuch 
new and ineffable ſplendor, that, without her, 
in the eſtimate of Gop, the reſt are nothing; 
WR is the cauſe, that the apoſtle Paul calls 
her © the bond of perfection.” 

But let us go ſtill further, my brethren : The 
goſpel 1s not contented with recommending to 
us this amiable diſpoſition, nor with diſcover- 
ing its excellence in the ſublimeſt terms; the 
intention of the Scripture is to kindle it in our 
ſouls, and inſpire our boſoms with all its di- 
vine ardour. All its capital principles are in- 
timately connected with charity; all its im- 
portant truths are calculated to promote and 
confirm her reſidence in our ſouls; nay, we 
may ſafely aſſert, that the word of Gon alone 
propoſes the true motives which can illume her 
fires, or animate her actions. I his does not 
inform us, like ſome philoſophers of our times, 
who, in the impotence of human vanity, would 
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attempt to erect, on the ruins of Chriſtian mo- 
rality, a ſtructure which reflects diſgrace on 
themſelves and their nature, a wretched ſyſtem 
of jejune and ſolitary metaphyſics; it does not 
inform us, that we ought to love our fellow- 
creatures as participants of the ſame exiſtence 
with ourſelves: its emphatic and ſublime lan- 
guage is more adapted to the tone of the hu- 
man heart, and better fitted to rouſe and envi- 
gorate its ſprings of action. 

Thus it addreſſes us with the grand, the in- 
imitable ſimplicity, which is peculiar to itſelf. 
* Remember, O men ! that you are brethren, 
that you conſtitute one ſingle family: your o- 
riginal progenitor was one; and if Gop at firſt 
limited the exertions of his creative power to 
the production of a fingle man, it was with an 
intention that you, who are his lineal iſſue, 
ſhould entertain fraternal affection for others, 
who equally trace their deſcent from the ſame 
primary anceſtor. Children of the ſame fami- 
ly, according to the fleſh, you are no leſs chil- 
dren of the ſame Gop by the Sy1kIT: and if 
his powerful hand has impreſſed his image up- 
on Adam, or renewed the ſame divine portrai- 
ture in his poſterity, it was with a view that 
you ſhould recogniſe and be enamoured of its 
features in thoſe who partake the ſame nature 

with 


3 
with yourſelves, if the diſtorted image of man, 
in his degenerate ſtate, ſhould offend you. Be 
not leſs mindful that your evils are derived from 
the ſame common ſource; that the means of 
your grand deliverance, your abſolute redemp- 
tion, are the ſame. Ranſomed as you are by 
the blood of CHRISH! theſe lower ſcenes of 
darkneſs and fluctuation are not your native 
country, but the glorious and permanent clime, 
which 1s enlightened by the eternal meridian 
of Gop's unclouded ſmile. Does it then be- 
come you to conceive and indulge reſentment 
one againſt another, for tritles leſs ſubſtantial 
than nothing and vanity ; for intereſts which 
have not the moſt diſtant relation to the real 
ſcene of your exiſtence, the immortal Jeruſalem 
above? Know, citizens of the celeſtial com- 
monwealth, that the banner under which bea- 
tified ſpirits range themſelves is Love. Aſſem- 
ble yourſelves, then, at that divine ſtandard, 
if one day you would wiſh to incorporate with 
this glorious and happy ſociety. You who arc 
diſciples of a redeeming JEsus, © if Gon fo 
loved you, as to give himſelf for you,” ſure- 
ly all the tics of grace mult oblige you * to love 
* one another.” And you ought to feel theſe obli- 
vations ſo much more ſenſibly, as, in that tre- 


mendous day, when he ſhall judge the world, 
| the 
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the labours of love, the works of mercy, the 
effuſions of charity, ſhall be weighed in a more 
exact and impartial balance.“ This is the voice 
of the goſpel to Chriſtians. Thus, in a few 
examples, it appears how natively its doctrines 
and principles tend to inſpire that univerſal 
benevolence which conſtitutes its ſpirit, 

But this is not all: The ſame end may alſo be e- 
ligibly inveſtigated in its external ceremonies, fo 


eſſential is this noble character to Chriſtianity. 


They do not conſiſt alone in acts of devotion 
towards Gop; but they are beſides, and this 
let me recommend to your pecul:ar attention, 
they are beſides new connections, ſuperadded 
obligations to mutual charity amongſt men. 
This I could ſhow you at great length, trom 
the nature and meaning of theſe ceremonies 
themſelves, were I not afraid of being thought 
prolix and tedious. For this reaſon, I ra- 
ther chuſe to prove it from the idea entertained 
of them in thoſe times of purity and ſimplicity, 
when they were, originally inſtituted. Theſe 


are the words of an author concerning it, who 


cannot be ſuſpected of partiality, fince he was 
a Heathen, and perſecutor of the true faith ; I 
mean, Pliny the Younger, when writing to the 
Emperor Trajan: Great Prince,” ſays this 
proconſul of Bithynia, “ I have interrogated, 

H * and 


* 
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and cauſed to be examined, the Chriſtians, 
according to your orders. I have found, that 
all their error and all their guilt 1s included 
in this one point : That, on a day appoint- 
ed, (this obſervation alludes to their recei- 
ving the ſacrament of the ſupper), on a day 
appointed, they aſſembled themſelves before 


the riſing of the fun, and ſung, by turns, 


hymns in honour of CHRIST, as in praiſe 
of the one true Gop: That they engaged 
themſelves by oath, (for as ſuch the Eucha- 
riſt is regarded) not to perpetrate any crime; 
but that they ſhould not be guilty of theft, 
nor commit adultery, nor violate their pro- 
miſes, nor refuſe to return what is commit- 
ted to their truſt: That, after this, it was 
their cuſtom to ſeparate, and then re-aſſemble, 
that they might promiſcuoutly eat meat, 
which however was innocent.“ This plain 


and ſimple deſcription of the Chriſtian cere- 
monies, is ſo truly expreſſive of its ſpirit, that 
the ſacred Supper was for that reaſon called 
AGAPE, which means, 
* ty, or friend{hip.” This was the reaſon why 
anciently, juſt before the celebration of the 
Euchariſt, one of the deacons went through 
the temple, and cried with a loud voice, almoſt 
in the ſame manner as it is praiſed amongſt 


* a feaſt of chari- 


us, 


4» 1 


us, Let no perſon enter here, who has any 
* malice at heart againſt his brother; let no 
* perſon advance to the table with hypocriſy.” 
Hence theſe words of the apoſtle Paul, For 
* we being many, are one bread; for weare all 
* partakers of that one bread.” 

But, to place this ſubject in the moſt conſpi- 
cuous hight: We are left to regret the want of 
no argument for aſcertaining a truth of ſo 
much importance to mankind, and reflecting 
ſo much honour upon our holy faith. Let us 
ſee how far the life of that divine Perſon, from 
whom our pure religion deduces its origin, 
correſponds with the principles which thus 
far we have endeavoured to eſtabliſh. This, 


my brethren, is one rule, nay, perhaps one of 


the moſt certain, by which we can inveſtigate 
the ſpirit of any doctrine whatever. Would 
you obtain the higheſt poſſible evidence, that 
deſpotiſm, ſenſuality, and violence, conſtitute 
the very eflence of Mahometiſm? Throw 
your eyes upon the conduct of its author, and 
you can no longer doubt it; when you behold 
him, even almoſt in the eyes of his followers, 
immerſed in the groſſeſt and molt brutal de- 
bauchery ; ſubſtituting his arbitrary will for 
law; inveſting in one perſon the ſacerdotal and 


regal authority; making proſelytes, and eſta- 
H 2 bliſhing 
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bliſhing the credit of his Alcoran ſword in 
hand. Would you wiſh ta know whether the 
Syrenaic ſchool, whoſe principles were dige- 
ſted and methodiſed by Epicurus, inculcated 
corporeal pleaſures, or thoſe purer and more e- 
legant delights which affect the mind? Ex- 
plore the life and actions of Ariſtippus the lead- 
er of that ſect, where you ſhall find the que- 
ition decided in the cleareſt and moſt empha- 
tic manner, for tke firſt of theſe opinions. In 
the ſame manner, if you would judge, whe- 
ther univerſal benevolence be the diſtinguiſh- 
ing principle of that religion which was pro- 
mulgated by JESUS CHRIST, examine how far 
the practice of 1ts Author 1s animated by bene- 

volence. | 
But already, my dear audience, you antict- 
pate me, you take the hint from a ſingle ex- 
preſſion, and by recollecting the events of a 
lite ſo wonderful, ſo amiable, prevent the ne- 
ceſſity of a recapitulation : a life which was 
only employed in doing good from place to 
place, as the Evangeliſt Luke juſtly remarks ; 
in exerting a power, not leſs diſintereſted than 
omnipotent, for curing every diſeaſe ; in con- 
ſoling the afflicted; in teaching the moſt in- 
tcreſting truths ; in exalting the ſoul, by pre- 
cepts and expoſtulations, to the moſt extenſive 
| humanity 
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humanity and refined virtue; and, as che moſt 
glorious inſtance of benevolence and magna- 


nimity which men or angels can conceive, in 


ſacrificing itſelf for the ungrateful. To this 
may be added, what I conjure you to obſerve 
with all your ſouls, and what may perhaps too 
frequently eſcape your attention in peruſing 
the ſacred writings ; it is this, That whenever 
the apoſtles recommend to our imitation the 
example of JESUS CHRIS, his unbounded ten- 
derneſs for mankind is the virtue which they 
diſtinguiſh as characterizing the whole. If our 
Redeemer enjoins us to come and learn of 
him, his leſſons are gentleneſs and humility of 
heart. If he enjoins us to act as he himſelf 
has acted, it is immediately after performing 
an office of humanity to his diſciples. If the 
apoſtle Paul exhorts us to be followers of Chriſt, 
he preciſely determines theſe virtues in which 
we may molt acceptably imitate him, by ad- 
ding, in the ſame inſtant, * And walk in love, as 
** TesUs CHRIST hath loved us and given him- 
* ſelf for us.” If we have the apoſtle Peter's re- 
commendation to follow the ſteps of our Saviour, 
it is becauſe “ when he was reviled, he reviled 
* not again, nor threatened when he ſuffered, 
but committed himſelf to him who judgeth 
* righteouſly :” 
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''F * righteouſly :” a new argument for that truth 
| which I inculcate. | 
I ſhall only add one reflection more; it is 
this, That Ess CHRIST expreſsly commands 
his apoſtles, in preaching his goſpel, to uſe the 
language of meekneſs and charity alone; and 
that he abſolutely forbids, both by precept and 
example, every action expreſſive of an intole- 
rant, fanatical, bitter, or ſanguinary zeal: 
When he enters into a city of Samaria, and the 
inhabitants refuſe him admiſſion, ſome of his 
diſciples, who were as yet too deeply infected 
with the ſentiments and paſſions of fleſh and 
blood, defire him to call fire from heaven up- 
on the heads of theſe inhoſpitable men. But 
how worthy 1s his anſwer to be given by the 
Redeemer of mankind! how worthy to be 
written in letters of gold in the cabinet of eve- 
ry ſovereign ruler or ſovereign pontiff, Ye know 
* not” ſays Jesus, rebuking them, “ Ye know 
not what ſpirit ye are of: the Son of min 
* came not to deſtroy men but to ſave them.” 
How little are you acquainted with the genius 
of my laws! And at what a diſtance from it 


not come to render men unfortunate, I came 
.X to make them happy. Know therefore, that 
4 torments for the ſake of conſcience, can only 
form 


has your implacable zeal removed you! I am 
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form wretches and hypocrites in this world, 
without having the remoteſt tendency to pre- 
Page them for happineſs in the next. 

his inſtruction, joined with others of the 
ſame kind, had its effect. The apoſtles, in pro- 
pagating the goſpel after the death and reſur- 
rection of their Maſter, employed no other 
arms, than the force of perſuaſion. The pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, far from exerting coerſive 
violence, were ſolely intent upon gaining the 
mind ; and it was not till after the ſpirit, the 
ceremonies, the religious policy of Gentiliſm 
were falſely interwoven with Chriſtianity, that 
men beheld princes, who unjuſtly arrogated the 
Chriſtian name, exhibiting all that infernal 
cruelty, that execrable rage, which brand a 
Domitian, or a Nero. 

Now, from all this, I think myſelf intitled to 
conclude, nay, to fix it as a principle already 
demonſtrated, That the Chriſtian religion 1s a 
religion of benevolence, and that univerſal cha- 
rity 1s the ſpirit of the goſpel. And if you aſk 
me, what are the characteriſtics of this Chri- 
ſtian charity? I ſhall anſwer you at once, That 
it is an univerſal philanthrophy, which com- 
prehends all men, of whatever nation or reli- 
gion they may be; a ſincere and active ten- 
derneſs, which has its reſidence in the heart, 


and 


B 

and which externally diſcovers itſelf by mani- 
feſt and genuine effects. His banner over 
* me was love.” That love which my Savigur 
and my Gop entertains for me, diffuſes itſelf 
through my whole inward frame, and inſpires 
me with ſympathetic emotions: hence, the ſtan- 
dard which I acknowledge, the badge which I 
carry is Love. Letus deduce a few conſequen- 
ces from what we have now eſtabliſhed, and 
then conclude. | 


Secondly, Perhaps you may have been ſurpri- 
ſed, my brethren, at this long ſeries of quota- 
tions and arguments, extracted only from our 
ſacred writings, and from the ſyſtem of the 
goſpel, which I have now laid before you. 
But it is not without intention that I have 
treated my ſubject in this manner: It was my 
deſign to ſhow you, not only that the Chri- 
{tian religion ought to incultate charity, but 
that it really does ynculcate this Gop-like diſ- 
poſition. I was determined to pre-occupy 
your underſtandings againſt the poiſon of 
theſe declamations which are every where 
vended by ſome pretended philoſophers of our 
times, who, that they may render religion o- 
dious, impiouſly brand her with that fana- 
ticiſm which ſhe deteſts, and maliciouſly en- 

deavour 
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deavour to confound her with a ſuperſtition, 
which is the direct contraſt of her ſpirit. I 
wiſhed, in ſhort, to make you ſenſible, that the 
beſt ſchool of humanity which the world ever 
beheld, 1s the goſpel ; that the moſt nervous 
and pathetic preacher of charity, is JEsUs 
CHRIST ; and that if, in this reſpect, mo- 
dern philoſophy ſhould preſume to diſpute 
the triumph of faith, or claim ſuperiority, 
{ſhe becomes guilty of the moſt flagrant in- 
Juſtice, the moſtabſurd and contemptible vanity. 
Let the philoſophers of our times, with all their 
rhetoric, impreſs humanity on the hearts of 
men; let them teach their ſpecies, that recipro- 
cal love is more agreeable to its frame than re- 
ciprocal murder and deſtruction : above all, 
let them exhibit, in their own conduct, an 
example of that moderation, diſinteręſtedneſs, 


affability, of that tender concern for the inte- 


reſts of mankind, which are the only infallible 
tokens that diſtinguiſh a genuine philoſopher ; 
let them diſcover to the world, that one ſingle 
act of mercy and compaſſion, is more excellent in 
their eſteem, than all the pomp and oſtentation 
of their inſtructions : far from envying, we will 
congratulate your ſucceſs ; we will pour forth 
our hearts in acknowledgments to you for it; 
and we will bleſs the Gop oF Love for the ad- 


1 vances 


1 


1 


vances of human reaſon, in a ſubject ſo worthy 
of itſelf, ſo truly divine. But if you only plant 
your batteries againſt enthuſiaſm, that their 
execution may terminate in religion; if you 
art fully conceal your defigns againſt the true 
faith, by endeavouring to blend her with ſuper- 


ſtition, and to paint her in the ſame diſadvan- 


geous colours; if, inſtead of pruning ſome 
luxuriant and ingrafted branches, you would 


abſolutely cradicate the original ſtem ; permit 


me to tell you, but in the ſpirit of meekneſs, 
and without reſentment, that unleſs the groſſeſt 
ignorance of our heavenly religion can be deem- 
ed an excellence, I ſee none to which yon have 
the leaſt pretence; nothing but a concealed de- 
ſign to diſleminate impiety, and cheriſh its 
growth in the ſoul, under the pretext of extir- 
pating bancful and nox1ons weeds ; or, at leaſt, 
nothing but a ridiculous ambition to be 


thought the only perſons of 1mportance and 


diſtinction, inſtead of entertaining thoſe en- 
larged and generous views, which warm the 
boſom and expand the ſoul of humanity. And 
why this obſtinate ſingularity ? Becauſe we have 
demonſtrated, that charity is the ſpirit of the 
goſpel. This is my firft inference. 


*.© In the fecond place, my brethren, This grand 


principle which we have juſt eſtabliſhed, may 
ferve for a touch- ſtone, by which the true church 


087-1 
of CarisT may be diſtinguiſhed, and ought 
invariably to regulate the zeal of thoſe who call 
themſelves her miniſters. If the Chriſtian religion 
were equally to authoriſe two churches: of which 
the one, with maternal authority, {ſhould en- 
join her children to love all mankind ; toconſider 
all the individuals of the human race as their 
brethren; to do the whole ſpecies, without di- 
ſtinction, all the good in their power; to in- 
veſtigate truth with the moſt anxious and dili- 
gent ſcrutiny, yet never at the expence of cha- 
rity; to oppoſe error with their full effort, yet 
never be leſs favourable to the perſons of thoſe 
whom it miſleads; to beware that no difference 
of opinions, merely ſpeculative, ſhould influ- 
ence their benevolence, or create ſuch diſtinc- 
tions between its objects in their hearts, as Gop 
and nature will not ratify; that, in every pe- 
riod of time, they ſhould be animated with a 
lively and ardent zeal for the glory of Gop, 
but a zeal always to be regulated and directed 
by charity; that their chief care, their moſt 
important buſineſs, ſhould be to work out their 
own falvation, but without ſubſtituting them- 
ſelves for GoD, or uſurping the office of the 
ſupreme Judge, to fulminate the ſentence of e- 
ternal perdition againſt others. If the other 
ſhould, on the contrary, tell her adherents, 
** You alone are the ele; and out of my bo- 

1 2 * ſom 
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ſom there 1s no ſalvation. Whoever ſubmits 
not blindly and, implicitly to my government, 
js an emiſſary of hell, and a child of the de- 
*© vil. Treat them therefore as ſuch ; and let 
no compunctions deter you from torturing, 
with inventive cruelty, a body on which the 
fiends muſt ſoon exert their indefatigable 
rage. Extend the ſecular arm againſt them; 
employ the horror of dungeons, the torments 
of fire, the oppreſſion of unremitted labour 
and flavery, for the converſion or chaſtiſe- 
ment of theſe my rebellious children: ſo ſhall 
you co-operate with ſupreme vengeance, and 
* riſe to heaven gloriouſly impurpled in the 
blood of reprobacy.” If there were, I ſay, 
two churches who ſhould train up their diſ- 
ciples under the influence of ſuch different doc- 
trines, I aſk you, my brethren, which of them 
you would judge moſt pure, which moſt agree- 
able to the ſpirit of the goſpel? I give no de- 
ciſion; I make no application : determine for 
yourſelves. - 

O! thou who aſſumeſt in an eminent de- 
gree the miniſterial character! to whom, if thy 
tenets are true, our Gop has committed the 
ſovereign adminiſtration of his laws upon 
earth! thou tremendous High Prieſt ! thou 
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who makeſt a diſpenſation of charity ſubſer- - 
vient to the purpoſes of inhumanity and vio-, 


lence, 


* 
lence, and by it extorteſt from thy brethren 
tears of bitterneſs and deſpair! forbear to give 
theſe obvious opportunities for ſuch reproach- 
es as diſhonour thy function and character, 
and which give exquiſite pain to thoſe amongſt 
thy adherents, who, born with that ſuſceptible 
heart which is the characteriſtic and ornament 
of man, have preſerved it from being harden- 
ed and obdured by ſuperſtition. Sufficient, a- 
las! more than ſufficient, is the period of time, 
in which thy ſanguinary rage has made entire 
kingdoms the theatres of cruelty and deſola- 
tion, without reaping any other advantage or 
enjoyment, than the tears, the groans, the ſuffer- 
ings, the blood of its unhappy victims. Suf- 
ficient, and more than ſufficient, is the period, 
in which you have been ſubjected to that fatal 
infatuation, whoſe dreadful effects it is the ob- 
jet of our wiſhes, and the buſineſs of this diſ- 
courſe, to redreſs. If yet thy ſoul be ſuſcepti- 
ble of any tender emotions, if yet thou haſt a- 
ny bowels of mercy and compaſſion left, liſten, 
O] liſten to the voice of that Gop, from 
whom thy facerdotal character and office is 
ſaid to be derived, and who declares to heaven 
and earth, by every ſentence of his goſpel, that 
the ſpirit, the diſtinguiſhing character of his 
religion is Love. Shut not thy heart againſt 


the inclinations, the remonſtrances of thy own 
adherents, 


48 
adherents, who wiſh for nothing more, than to 
ſee thy adminiſtration clothed in mildneſs and 
mercy, and who are covered with bluſhes for 
ſuch acts of violence and horror, as, authoriſed 
by thee, ſeem to recoil upon them; yet far, O 
far be it from us, to load them with that 
dreadful imputation. But if this motive has 
no influence on thy ſpirit, be at leaſt aſhamed 
to behold thyſelf ſurpaſſed in every virtue 
which eſſentially conſtitute men and Chriſtians, 
by thoſe whom thou ſo liberally accuſeſt of im- 
piety and hereſy. 

In the third place, my brethren, Welearn from 
theſe obſervations, what are the actions and 
diſpoſitions which true religion moſt eſſential- 
ly requires, and moſt highly approves, in her 

faithful diſciples. Chriſtians ought, without 
all doubt, to exert themſelves with the great- 
eſt ardour, the moſt immaculate ſincerity, in 
paying to the Moſt High that manly and ra- 
tional devotion which he requires, amidſt the 
aſſemblies of his children; to be zealous in 
maintaining the ſacred truſt repoſed in them 
by their faith; anx1oully jealous in preſerving 
thoſe rights which Goy aſſerts to himſelf, and 
the purity of his doctrine; fervent in hope, 
and prepared to ſacrifice every thing for the 
fake of conſcience. But were it my province 


to decide between theſe virtues and charity, 
which 
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which had the higheſt, the moſt undoubted 
claim to precedence, I ſhould think it my duty 
to pronounce, with the apoſtle Paul, That the 
* greateſt of theſe is charity.” Yes, my bre- 
thren, a cup of cold water given, in the name 
of JEsus, to gratify the importunities of cra- 
ving neceſlity, the relief of indigence groaning 
beneath the preſſure of its misfortunes, the de- 
fence of innocence when oppreſled by fraud or 
violence, a ſeaſonable exertion of mercy and 
compaſſion, are unqueſtionably ſuperior to 
the moſt ſcrupulous ſeverity in offices of divine 
worſhip, to the moit heroic efforts of zeal, to 
the moſt ſhining exhibitions of eloquence in 
favour of religion, when all theſe actions are 
not direted and animated by charity ; for 
this is what the apoſtle Paul preciſely teaches 
us in the 13th chapter of his 1ſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians. 

What ought we then to conclude, nay, con- 
clude with much ſtronger reaſon concerning 
you ; you, whom we behold approaching to the 
ſacred table with ſo much confidence; who ſo 
regularly enter into the courts of the Moſt 
High; who are fo attentive in fulfilling the 
external duties of religion, ſo paſſionately vigi- 


lant in aſſerting the purity of her doctrines; 


but who, with all this apparatus of piety, are 
curſed with hearts of impenetrable adamant; 


wha 
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who are unfeeling and inexorable to the ſtrong- 
Eſt importunities of the poor 3 who are inſen- 
ible to compaſſion ; yet, who feel no leſs plea- 
ſure in detraction, no leſs propenſity to envy, 
no leſs joy in the mortifications and misfor- 
tunes of your neighbour, nor are in the leaſt more 
charitable in the opinions which you form and 
propagate concerning his character and ac- 
tions? Once more: What ought we to con- 
clude concerning you, when placed in the 
ſtrong light of ſuch a contraſt ? Alas! accor- 
ding to St Paul, You are nothing ;” you are 
no more than an empty ſound, which creates 
diſturbance and confuſion by its noiſe. May 


we not add further, 'That you are ſtill more 


culpable in the fight of Gop and man; as 
your minds are more enlightened, and your 
convictions ſtronger. Learn then, my bre- 
thren, that to be a Chriſtian, is to love man- 
kind: learn the juſtice of what is aſſerted by 
a father of the Church, * © That, in the ſame 
© manner as purple robes and diadems are the 
* en{igns of royalty, ſo is the crown of chari- 
„ty the diſtinguiſhing criterion of a diſciple 
„of IEsus.“ This is my third inference. 
Once more: From hence, Chriſtians, let us 
endeavour, in the ſcarth place, ſenſibly to feel 


* St Chriſoſtome, in his Hom, on Corinth. 
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the ſublimity and excellence of our religion, 
To render the whole human race one fraternal 
family ; to unite all the inhabitants of earth by 
the ſweet, the endearing connection of univer- 
ſal benevolence ; to extinguiſh national reſent- 
ments and private jealouſies; to eſtabliſh for 
the baſis of a morality, ſo ſublime, ſo benefi- 
cent, ſo pure a principle, which falls within 
the reach of every capacity; to eſtabliſh, as the 
marks of genuine fidelity, a train of uſeful and 
excellent offices, inſtead of the vain parade, 
the trivial and inſignificant redundancy of ex- 
ternal ceremonies, which are ſo modyh in all 
the religions of human invention; in one word, 
to declare, that benevolence is the characteri- 
ſtic of Chriſtianity: *O! ALMIicnTY and 
© GRaciovus Gop ! theſe are not the products 
* of human genius, nor of human efforts ; 
* they bear the infallible ſignatures of thy own 
Spirit; they are the reſults, the genuine re- 
ſults, of that eternal, ineffable, and infinite 
„ Love, which created and redeemed the 
* world.” . 

Let thoſe whoſe ideas of things are contemp- 
tible and ſuperficial ; whoſe ſouls are too ma- 
terial and groveling, to feel what is grand or 
ſublime ; who are deſpicable enough to exhale, 
in logical propoſitions and ſcholaſtic argu- 
ments, the ſpirit of a religion, the molt proper 
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that ever was exhibited to rational beings, for 
exalting, for aggrandizing, for ſanctifying the 
human ſoul ; let theſe, I ſay, object againſt 
the goſpel, chat it enjoins not the love of a 
country. We grant them this important con- 
ceſſion, and wiſh them joy of a trophy ſo glo- 
rious. But why ſhould we grant it to eaſily? 
Becauſe the precept, to love the whole human 
race, is as much ſuperior in the excellence to 
that which excluſively enjoins us to love our 
compatriots, as the world is more extenſive 


than-a petty province: arid becauſe the love of 


a country, taken in that ſenſe in which it is 
commonly underſtood, and deduced from thoſe 
examples which are oftentatiouſly boaſted as 
moſt illuſtrious, ſuch as the patriotiſm of Sparta 
and Rome, is nothing elſe, but a vain and ar- 
rogant hatred. of other nations ; nothing but 
an execrable and criminal conſpiracy, formed 
by a particular ſociety, againſt the moſt ſacred, 
precious, and univerſal rights of human na- 
ture. 

„J acknowledge then, nay, I loudly aſſert, 
* thy divine original, thou ſacred and amiable 
„Religion of my Saviouk ! the purity and e- 


„ levation of thy worſhip ; the aptitude and 


© beneficence of thy precepts ; the liberality 
* and extent of thy promiſes ; the importance 


* of thy diſcoveries, which confirm and illu- 
< ſtrate 


E 

* ſtrate the law of nature; the number and 
* ſublimity of thy prophecies; the aſtoniſhing 
* wiſdom, the admirable ſanity, of thy di- 
vine Author; the certainty and glory of his 
* miracles ; the wonders exhibited in thy pro- 
* Pagation and eſtabliſhment ; the fidelity and 
* perſeverance of thy martyrs ; the inexpreſli- 
* ble delights, the celeſtial joys, the powerful 
* conſolations, adminiſtred, by thy maternal 
hand, to the ſouls of thoſe who become thine 
in the ſincerity of their hearts; all thefé, 
and other circumſtances of the ſame kind, 
* have long ago convinced me, that thou art 
* the child of Gop. But though all theſe ſa- 
* cred foundations were too weak to bear the 
© ſuperſtruture of my faith, ſtill the grand 
principle of univerſal charity, which thou 
* inculcates, would prove ſufficient to render 
* thee venerable in my eyes, and, like light- 
* ning darted from the hand of eternal Truth, 
* to confound tac malignity of thoſe who arm 
* themſelves with infernal fury againſt thee.” 

But I have too long delayed the chief reflec- 
tion, which you naturally expect from me at 
this criſis of affairs. To it, my brethren, let 
us then proceed; and if what I have already 
ſaid has made any impreſſion upon your ſpirits, 


let us abandon our whole ſouls to the delight- 


ful emotions of that charity, which baniſhes 
K 2 every 


ws 
—_ 


- 
= a — * — 2 
3 * — — ar" — * 


r . 


— 30. Ad Leal, 


wy" 
* 
0 1 * 
. — n 4 . , 
” gp DP 82 2 : 
——— —— 


* 


> 


: . a" 
2 1 = 
— 


A. * Is I 8 2 


: AW "EE oe 


2 


— 


4 
5 
14 
1 

* 4 
1 
i 
$4 


8 wa — b 
CI 
* "ft "= 1 © 
l l N 
4 . : 
0. * 
4 . 8 .; ' 
F - . 2 „1 1 aw Aa 1 * * 
> & n + _— A — 4 * 
E 8 7 | . 
be % * 4 5 8 1 75 
-- 22 % _ 2 g 
1 k bs. - . . k * Lad * KR - \ = 5 6 
\ * 7 3 C : ” p | . ”" EC” 
* * of . — * 


11 


every cauſe of fear, every motive to jealouſy of 
our ſituation, and every reaſon for falſe and in- 
vidious applications of religious truth. 

I have aſſerted, my brethren, that the ſpirit 
of the goſpel is charity. We are Chriſtians; 
at leaſt, we profeſs to believe that goſpel; yet 
we hate, we perſecute, we murder one another. 
For almoſt the ſpace of ſix years, men who are 
ſcarce mutually acquainted, aſſemble them- 
ſelves in this country, and join in battle a- 
gainſt thoſe who are ſtill leſs acquainted with 
them, than they with each other. For about 
the ſpace of fix years, men who aſpire and hope, 
in a very little time, to partake the ſame bea- 
titude which ariſes from communion with the 
Gor or Love and PEAcE, confront each o- 
ther with all the ſavage fury of a cruel and 
bloody war; cover the face of earth with the 
carcaſſes of their ſlaughtered brethren; drench 
her maternal boſom with torrents of blood and 
tears; increaſe the number of widows and or- 
phans; depopulate and ravage cities and coun- 
tries; and diffuſe, wherever they go, diſmay, 
horror, and carnage. Alas! is it poſhble ſuf- 
ficiently to lament a revohation of affairs ſo 
horrible and unnatural! Is it pofſible ſuffi- 
ciently to deplore the folly of men Or rather, 
can we forbear to recogniſe, in theſe dreadful 
events, the hand of the ſupreme judge! the 
ſcourge of omnipotent vengeance, which makes 
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human malevolence its inſtrument to puniſh 
the iniquities of men? No: ſuch a degree of 
blindneſs and infatuation is not natural to man; 
it is ſuperinduced by vindictive juſtice, for the 
puniſhment of our crimes. But let us di- 
vert our eyes from this diſmal ſpeRacle ; let 
us bury the paſt in oblivion, and reſign our 
hearts to thoſe new and agreeable ſentiments, 
which our preſent more auſpicious circumſtan- 
ces ought to inſpire. Gop, my brethren, has 
granted us peace: let us then praiſe that Gop | 
OF MERCY, for a gift fo ineſtimable: let us | 
lift the voice of praiſe and thankſgiving to hea- | 
i 


? 


ven; let us ſay, with the royal prophet, © O 
Lok p, thou haſt chaſtiſed us, but haſt not 
given us up to death. Open to me the 
gates of righteouſneſs, and I will praiſe the 
% Lorp.” Gop has granted us peace: let our 
pacific diſpofitions concur with his gracious 
adminiſtration ; let them ſhow that we under- 
ſtand the meaning of his favours, and enter 
into the ſpirit of his benefits. It is not ſuffi- 
_ cient that we poſſeſs, in a political ſenſe, pub- 
lic tranquillity, however precious and deſirable 
in itſelf; it muſt be confirmed, hallowed, ſanc- 
tified by religion. It is not ſufficient that the | 
cruel rage, the hoſtile ſhocks of nation againſt = 
nation, are felt no more; it is ſtill neceſſary 1 
that religion ſhould unite our hearts, and ren- b 
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der us worthy of that paternal goodneſs with 
which the Gop oF MERC has crowned us 
in this favourable event. | 

But you will doubteſs aſk me, How can 
we concur with this kind diſpenſation of Pro- 
vidence? what returns can our gratitude make 
to its beneficence? Theſe, my brethren, in a few 
words, are the only ſuitable returns : You, my 
brethren, whoſe country has been the unfor- 
tunate ſcene of this deſtructive war, you are 
particularly called upon by divine grace, to ſhow 
your ſenſe of the nature and value of its bene- 
fits, by living according to its dictates, in cor- 
dial peace and amity with your feliow-crea- 
tures; by forbearing to kindle inteſtine war a- 
mongſt yourſelyes, in the midſt of this pro- 
found calm and univerſal tranquillity; by a- 
bandoning cruel detraction, mutual jealouſy, 
and dangerous intrigues, to blaſt the very 
ſeeds or private diſcord and animoſity. A ſe- 
cond return which you owe, 1s the complete 
and abſolute ſacrifice of your reſentment; the 
ſincere and cordial forgiveneſs of all thoſe who 
have been the unhappy inſtruments of thoſe dire 
alarms, thoſe ſevere calamities which you have 
ſuffered. This your religion enjoins as a duty; 
and Iam likewiſe conſcious, that the propenſities 
of relenting nature conſpire with the impulſes of 
grace, in diceAing you to the ſame happy turn 
of 
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of mind. Yes, Gentlemen, permit me to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to you, who have ſo lately been 
our enemies, but who now aſſume a milder 
and more hoſpitable character. We reſign, on 
this happy day, all our enmities ; we ſuppreſs 
all our complaints. To you we open our 
hearts ; we cultivate, with all our ſouls, a firm 
and full reconciliation with you; we offer our 
ſincere prayers to the eternal throne for the pro- 
ſperity of your circumſtances, and the ſalva- 
tion of your ſouls. We advance ſtill further; 
we do that juſtice to your merits, which the 
religion that we profeſs inſpires us with force 
to acknowledge. We are ſenſible, that, except 
a few wretches, deteſted. by Gop, abjured by 


humanity, and diſclaimed by your country, 


the kind diſpoſitions, the gentle manners, which 
a great majority amongſt you have diſcovered, 


have rendered the calamities, alas! inſeparable 


from war, ſupportable to us. If the recollec- 
tion of our firſt alarms reſtores, in ſome de- 
gree, the ſmarting anguiſh of our former 
wounds ; the grateful remembrance of that 
peaceful tranquillity which you ſuffered us to 
enjoy, ſhall ſooth every pain, and heal every 
breach, We will recall to our minds, with gra- 
titude, thoſe amongſt you, who have diverted 
any ſtorm which hung ready to burſt, with 
dreadful exploſion, on our heads, Thoſe a- 


mongſt 
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mongſt your commanders, whoſe office, with 


reſpect to us, has been mildly and kindly exer- 
ciſed ; that generous and reſpectable officer *, 
who, after having grown hoary in military em- 
ployments, has preſerved good order in this 
city, and protected its inhabitants as his own 
children, during the adminiſtration of his go- 


vernment in this place; many amongſt you, 


Gentlemen, who, by the politeneſs of their 
manners, and the equity of their procedure, 
have acquired our reſpect, ſhall hear their 
names breathed in the incenſe of gratitude, 
and be recolleted with bleſſings, whilſt the 
qualities that adorn them are memorable, 
After a declaration ſo candid and fincere, 
you, Gentlemen, muſt feel too ſtrongly the 


dictates of an honeſt heart, to be offended with 


my freedom, whilſt I preſume to mention 
what uſe you, in your turn, ought to make of 
peace. I ſhould upbraid myſelf for not doing 
you juſtice, could I ſuſpect you capable of re- 
ſenting a reflexion which charity inſpires, and 
which can only iſſue in charitable ends; to 
diffuſe and eſtabliſh, as far as it depends upon 
you, the reign of univerſal peace through the 
kingdoms which you return to inhabit. You 
have compatriots, who, in the grand and eſ- 


Mr du Bouſquet. 
ſential 
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fential principles of faith, are our brethren, yet 
frequently diſturbed by differences in particu- 
lar articles of belief. The ignorance of our 
forms of worſhip under which they labour, 
give them too frequent occaſions for aſperſing 
it, Here, Gentlemen, is a noble field for your 
candour, if, when you return amongſt your 
countrymen, you diſſipate and enlighten that 
ignorance, Relate to them what you have 
ſeen in theſe provinces, where we profeſs the 
ſame faith. Tell them, that the hereſy with 
which we are reproached, conſiſts in adoring 
the living and true Gop in ſpirit and truth; 
in ſtudying his holy word, and in preferring 
our prayers to him in a known tongue, which 
is underſtood by the people ; in being jealous 
of his honour, and in forbearing to pay that 


homage to the creature which is due to the 


Creator, or to divide our truſt between the one 
and the other. Tell them, that this herefy 
conſiſts in loving all men, of whatever reli- 
gion they be; in uſing gentle methods alone, 
for the converſion and edification of ſouls ; in 
being faithful to their princes, without ſuffer- 
ing the mandates of a foreign prieſt to ſuper- 
ſede the royal prerogative; in expelling from 
their ſocicty thoſe uſeleſs drones, who, under 
pretext of the ſacred function, fatten on the 
toils and hardſhips of the people ; who con- 
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ſume the real wealth of the ſtate, without a 
poſſibility of reimburſement; who, far from 
making returns to nature and their country 
for their own exiſtence, obſtruct, as far as it 15 
in their power, all the channels of ſociety, and 
ſeem to conſpire the utter extinction of human 
race. Tell them, in a word, what you have 
ſeen, and employ that influence which you de- 
rive from the eminence of your births, and the 
importance of your offices, with thoſe who go- 
vern the ſtate, in delivering wretched captives, 
whoſe errors, if indeed they err, ſhould excite 
compaſſion; and who, at leaſt, in this view, 
merit reſpect, that they nobly ſcorn to elude 
the hardſhips of their fate by hypocriſy. Re- 
ſtrain the inhuman zeal of thoſe amongſt you 
who aſſume the ſacerdotal character, yet vain- 
ly imagine they ferve Gop, by the torture and 
deſtruction of his intelligent creatures. A- 
mongſt the teachers of your faith, teach chari- 
ty: and if you find, that, in theſe obſerva- 
tions, my lips have been the organs of truth, 
tell them in your turn, you who ſerve at the 
pure and auguſt alters of the MosT HiGH, to 
your candid reception we ofter a doctrine, 
which is at once primitively ancient and ſa- 
credly new; a doctrine early as the birth, and 
coeval with the duration of Chriſtianity; Cha- 
rity is the ſpirit of the goſpel. 
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Theſe, OE are the returns: which 
we alk of you, and which, my. confidence in 
your humanity, inſpires me to expect. Theſe 
are the means, the ſole means, by which you 
can unite two functions, each in itſelf reſpecta- 
ble; by which you may become at once offi» 
cers of war and miniſters of peace, by which 
you may draw the conſecrated ſword of juſtice; 
for the terror of your enemies; or lift the 
hand of charity, to diffuſe unanimity, and 


ſcatter bleſſings all around you. This is the 


example which many perſons in your country, 
ennobled by their deſcent, but nobler ſtill by 
their generoſity and elevation of ſoul, have gi- 
ven you; an example worthy to be imitated 
by yourſelves. 

In this hope, accept once more of our fincere 
wiſhes for your ſafe and happy return to your 
country: and if, in this unguarded effuſion of 
my heart, the leaſt involuntary expreſſion, 
which may offend the cars of any one preſent, 
ſhould have eſcaped me, let it be imputed to 
no other cauſe, I beſeech you, but that ardent 
loveof humanity which now warms my ſoul,and 
which, were it in my power, I could with to kin- 
dle and excite in every boſom, till the holy flame 
ſhould inſpire and actuate all the human race 
to the implicit confidence which I have in 


your 
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your happy turn of temper, which for ever 
determines you to view things in their moſt fa- 
vourable light; and, ſhall I add? to a remain- 
ing tenderneſs for the happineſs of a people; 
from whom the blood which flows in my 
veins was tranſmitted to me by a noble refu- 
pee, who ſacrificed the endearments of a coun- 
try to the more precious intereſts of his faith. 
„O bleſſed day of peace and reconciliation ! 
* Shall not thy memory be recorded in the ſa- 
* cred annals of humanity ? Sacred and divine 
* CHARITY, diſtinguiſhing character of Chri- 
* ſtians, ſource of human happineſs, warm the 
* ſouls of my audience with thy hallowed ar- 
% dour! ALMIGHTY Gop! Grant peace to 
* the whole of Europe; and re-eſtabliſh tran- 
© quillity in theſe provinces which till deplore 


© its abſence! Horrible Diſcord ! return to 
© that hell from whence thou haſt iflued ! 


* And you, Benevolence ! Juſtice ! and frater- 

nal Love! reſtore to men that inviolable u- 
“nion, that reciprocal tenderneſs, which ſe- 
* cure their happineſs on earth ; that they may 
* be prepared and diſpoſed to partake and en- 
joy the ſame beatitude, through the incom- 
* prehenſible extent of a bleſſed eternity! 
Amen. 4. P85 
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